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Abstract

Relationship between verb naming and lexical diversity

of 3- and 5-year old normally developing children

Mee Hyun Lee

Graduate Program in Speech Pathology, Yonsei University

(Directed by Professor Sang Kyu Seo)

Naming, as one of the expressive language functions, indicates the ability to
identify an object with an appropriate word or term. Since children with
language impairment commonly name objects erroneously, studies on children’s
naming skills have been steadily conducted to understand the mechanism
associated with language impairment. In Korean language, like nouns, verbs
can be used as a parameter for measuring children’s language development.
Although there have been enough studies on noun naming in Korea, the
studies on verb naming with consideration of whether or not children
understand the meaning of the verbs are lacking.

The purpose of this study is to determine characteristics involved in verb
naming errors in 60 normal children aged in 3- and 5- year olds based on age
and sex and the correlations between naming error frequency and lexical
diversity. The concept of the verb naming errors can be that children fail to

name a correct verb although they understand the meaning of the verb.
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The results were as follows.

1. The older the child, the lower error frequency in verb naming: 27.3% in
3-year olds and 19.5% in 5-year olds. Accuracy of verb naming in 3- and
5- year olds was not influenced by sex.

2. The types of verb naming errors were different according to age and
were not influenced by sex. By error type, visual error, syntactic error, and
semantic error in 3- and 5- year olds were dominant.

3. The correlations between error frequency of verb naming and lexical
diversity(Total Number of Words, Number of Differential Words, Total
Number of Words of Verb, Number of Differential Words of Verb) were

significant. Therefore, the more lexical diversity, the lower error frequency.

In conclusion, accuracy of verb naming in 3- and 5- year olds was
influenced by age. Error analysis was meaningful to understand qualitative
aspects about naming error. Also, the correlation analysis showed that naming
accuracy is highly correlated with lexical diversity. Through this analysis, we
can conclude that verb naming ability is a significant predictor of language

disability in 3- and 5- year olds.

Key words: 3- and 5- year olds, verb naming, error type, lexical diversity
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