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ABSTRACT

Case Study on the Ethico-Legal problems of adolescents
in juvenile consignment facilities

Kun Bae Yook

Graduate School of Public
Health

Yonsei University

(Directed by Professor Myongsei Sohn M.D., Ph D)

Those in consignment facilities are no doubt citizens who should be
protected by the government. However, because they are confined in facilities
for a given amount of time, they are under poor conditions compared to the
general population in many ways. Because they return to the society one day,
a national issue regarding the possibility of the once consigned to bring with
them the illness that they had while confined should also be considered.
Despite the above, it seems that the current health care situation within the
consignment facilities is inappropriate. Because of the shortage of basic
facilities and manpower in addition to lack of health care budget, health care
related service being provided is that of formality and unless someone is
extremely 1ill or in pain, appropriate medical practice does not take place. Thus,
it is an important issue to improve such an environment and system to make

sure that various health care related problems are prevented.

In order to recognize the health related problems of juvenile consignment
facilities, various current systems of the facilities should be considered and
new plans need to be formulated to elevate the health of the adolescents so
that the limited resources can be utilized efficiently and its effects maximized.
In order to efficiently manage the health care of juvenile facilities, long term
investments on health resources such as manpower, facility, equipment, budget,
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as well as the securing of experts, continuous management of the consigned,
preparation of a step-wise disease control plan through a systematic working
environment of health care and analysis of work process should be ensured so
that a better health service would be provided within the facilities. In addition,
through legislation the health of the juvenile and of the general citizen will be
protected, and consignment facility-related public health officials will respect
the human rights of those being consigned so that they may actively intervene
on the actions of the situations of the juveniles without breaching their rights
and will be able to come to appropriate solutions.

Key words: consignment facility, health care, juvenile, adolescent, human
rights, ethico-legal.
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