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Abstract

Medico-Ethical Values of Korean Nursing officer

Choi, Gw1i Ney

Graduate school of

Heath science and Management
Yonsei University

(Directed by Professor Myung-Se Sohn, M.D)

This thesis 1s a descriptive research study to help nursing
officers establish their desirable medico—ethical values and to give
data which is an effective counterplan by searching and analyzing
the medico—ethical value of nursing officers in their clinical work
places. The data has been collected through structured questions
from January 27 to February 26, 2004 by nursing officers from
eleven military hospitals. I revised and complemented Lee,
Young-suk(1990)’s device and Jung, Hee-ja(1995)'s device was
revised and complemented in accordance with the goal of my
study.

As a measuring device, 5 degree grade by Likert Scale was
adapted, and the negative items were counted backward. I
calculated a real number, a percentage, and the standard deviation
and analyzed these figures by t-test or ANOVA test according to

the features of the variables.

The results are summarized as follows.

_60_



1. The medico—ethical values of the nursing officers
* The ethical value of human life :

”

The highest scored item was Because human germs and
embryos are alive we can’t use experimental them as object or
tool for research” This means that they take a serious view of
human life’s dignity, but they take a more serious view of the
quality of life than life dignity of euthanasia and artificial
abortion.

* The ethical value of the relation fields between the nursing
officers and the patient :

The highest scored item was ” Even if the patient is a soldier,
we have to provide the best care as a patient not as a junior.
This means that they have to take care of patient’s life and
respect the patient’s right of knowledge in whatever may happen.
They think it a more important duty and responsibility to protect
a patient’s life than to keep a secret about the patient or the
right of autonomous one’s choose one in a patient’s suicide plan
or religious beliefs.

* The ethical value about the relation fields between the nursing
officers and their nursing tasks :

The highest score item 1s " Every patient receives equal
treatment irrespective of rank.” This means that they think
everybody receives equal treatment and takes a serious view
right and the guarantee of autonomy.

* The ethical value about the relation fields between the nursing
officers and their co-workers :

The highest score item i1s ” At any mistake of another nursing
officer in tasks I advise her.” In every item, nursing officers

negatively responded to the designed nonethical deed, and they
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took a serious view of health and the safety of the patients.

2. Cognition of the medico—ethical issue

I found what nursing officers regard as a serious problem of the
medico— ethics in military hospital. The biggest problems are,
first, the problem due to insufficient nursing officers; second, the
problem due to insufficient medical resources; third, treatment is
delayed because of following transfer routes.

3. The differences of the ethical values according to general
characteristics

The meaningful variables in the general characteristics were the
age, the rank, one’s academic career, the state of marriage, the
religion, the rates of participation in religious events, and the
attitude toward the job of nurse.

In conclusion, the effective and systematic ethical education for
nursing officers 1s continuously needed in clinics, not just in
course of study. As special nurses, we have to firmly theories
and principles about one’s decisions or choices. As we adapt and
properly cope with the situation we make the quality more

special.

Key Words : Medico—ethics, Ethical values, Nursing officer, Military

hospital.
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