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=ABSTRACT=

General People’s Attitudes regarding Human Tissue

Donation and Transplantation

Chung, Kyung OK
Graduate School of
Health Science and Management

Yonsei University

(Directed by Professor Oh, Eui Geum, R.N. Ph.D)

The study was intended to grasp how people think of donation of
systems organs, system donation according to organ transplantation-
related characteristics and transplantation. In the study, data has been
collected from 512 adults, aged over 20 years through e-mail
questionnaires, snowball sampling, direct interview. The instrument in
the study was the questionnaires consisting of 34 questions about
attitude of system donation, general characteristics, and transplantation-
related characteristics, which was used in the study of Ju Ae-Eun
(1995). The collected data was analyzed for the frequency, percentage,

t-test and F-test(ANOVA) by SAS program.
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The results were as follows.

1)

2)

The Major of the subjects were male(63.0%), aged from 20 to 30

years(41.0%). Almost 60.0% of the subjects had religion.

The total score of the attitude for system donation and
transplantation was 67.52(SD+10.12), which means they were
relatively optimistic. In the items(optimistic), the lowest item was
"l know the procedure for system donation"(avg. score 2.18) while
the highest item was "Actually, I think that organ donation is
desirable"(avg. score 4.25). In the meantime, it also showed that
they don’t oppose to organ donation due to religious reasons or

that they do not think such donations run counter to religion.

In the analysis of attitudes by general features, there were
significant differences in attitudes for system donation and
transplantation according to their religious activities and
occupations. That is, objects who actively participated in religious
activities were higher than the others(t=10.16, p <.01); professions
were higher than other occupational groups such as office work,
small business/housewife(t=4.99, p <.01). And they were more
optimistic in the attitudes of system donation and transplantation.

As other general features including ages, genders, atheism or not,
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4)

marriage status, blood donation experience and desirable funeral
type after death, there were no significant differences in the
correlation ~ with  the attitude of system donation and

transplantation.

In the features of organ donation and transplantation, there were
significant difference according to education experience and
knowledge about the procedure(p < .01). That is, objects who have
more experienced about education on human organs(t=2.67, p <
.01), know that system donation is same with organ system(t=3.88,
p < .01), know that the act relating to system donation and
transplantation has been established(t=4.93, p < .01) and know the
procedure for system donation(t=3.78, p < .01) were more

optimistic.

For other results, in the questionnaires about attitudes of system
donation and transplantation, of 414 who answered optimistically
(Yes, I'm sure’, ' almost agree to it’) an item of "I intend to
donate my systems if I'm in brain death or die", they showed such
systems to be preferably donated were all systems (37.8%), heart

valves(11.9%), skin(7.3%), bone(6.5%) and etc in good order.

In conclusion, the study showed that attitudes are related to
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experiences of education on human system donation/transplantation
and the knowledge. The result active education and public relations
about organ donation would increased knowledge with efforts to

change the recognition and attitude.
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