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Abstract

Traits of word retrieval behavior in healthy

Korean elderly

Min Ah Baik

The Graduate Program in Speech and Language Pathology,
Yonsei University

(Directed by Professor HyangHee Kim)

The present research aimed to study the traits of word
retrieval behavior in healthy elderly. Elderly people often
experience increasing difficulties and declining
performances in retrieving specific words as they age. In
order to investigate such changes in their behavioral traits
of word finding difficulties, picture description task was
performed. A total of 64 healthy elderly aged over 55 years
were involved and their performances on each task were
recorded. Through spontaneous speech analysis, the
appearance ratio of each seven word retrieval behavior
traits(substitution, word reformulation, repetition, time filler,
insertion, delay and audible breath sound) and total traits
appearance ratio were measured.

The results indicate that ‘substitution’ behavior decreased
in 75~84 years old group, ‘breath sound behavior decreased
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in 65~74 years old and 75~84 years old group and ‘overall
appearance’  decreased in 75-84 years old group.
Furthermore, aging brings lower appearance rate of ‘breath
sound’.

The results of this study accumulate in understanding of
the performance of word retrieval behavior by aging in
elderly. Future research should consider following factors:
reviewing the 'word retrieval behavior' criteria by many
speech and language pathologists, comparing the traits to
the language assessments’ scores, considering other factors
which may affect to the outcomes and analysing the traits
of the patients.

Keywords : elderly, word finding difficulties, word retrieval behavior
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