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Abstract

Implicit Emotional Evaluation of alcohol
in patients with Alcohol Dependence
Seung-Yong Jung

Department of Medicine
The Graduate School, Yonser University

(Directed by Professor Kee Namkoong)

Alcohol craving is induced by alcohol-related stimuli. The
objectives of this study is to study implicit emotional evaluation of
alcohol craving in alcohol dependence.

The subject group was composed of 19 alcohol dependent
patients, 25 high risk drinkers and 20 social drinkers. An implicit
association test measured differential association of 2 target
concepts(alcohol versus beverage) with 2 attributes(positive emotion
versus negative emotion). When instructions oblige highly
associated categories to share a response key, performance is faster
than when less associated categories share a key. Visual analogue
scale for alcohol craving and self-assessment of Manikin were
examined.

Patients with alcohol dependence showed negative emotional
evaluation of alcohol on both explicit and implicit levels.
Nevertheless, it seems that they were not able to control their
destructive drinking behaviors. In alcohol dependence, alcohol use
was closely related to the degree of positive implicit evaluation of

alcohol.

Key Words : Alcohol dependencelmplicit Association Test:

Emotion
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