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Abstract

Reading aloud of Chinese-derivative words and

pure Korean words in aphasia with dyslexia

Yeo Jung Baik

Graduate Program in Speech Pathology, Yonsei University

(Directed by Professor Hyanghee Kim)

Korean vocabulary mostly consists of Chinese—derivative words and
pure Korean words. Previous studies suggested that the mental lexicon
of Chinese-derivative words is segregated from that of pure Korean
words. Each syllable of Chinese-derivative words carries its own
meaning and thus the words are easily segmented into syllables. On the
contrary, pure Korean words do not carry their meaning at the syllable

level and each word must be stored as a whole in the mental lexicon.

The objectives of this study were to examine the hypothesis of
segregation of mental lexicon by investigating, when aphasics with
dyslexia read aloud, 1) whether there is a difference in the number of
correct responses between Chinese-derivative words and pure Korean
words, and 2) whether there is a difference in the error patterns between

the two types of Korean vocabulary. The results were as follows:
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1. Reading aloud ability in the aphasics with dyslexia was better in

Chinese-derivative words than in pure Korean words.

2. There were more errors at the syllable level in Chinese-derivative
words, whereas more errors were found in the phoneme level in pure
Korean words. In the former, the most common errors were nonword
errors by replacing a syllable, whereas in the latter they were nonword
errors by substituting a phoneme.

These results suggest that the storage and retrieval of Chinese—derivative
words are processed in syllable units while those of pure Korean words

are processed as whole words.

Thus, this study supports the hypothesis for the segregation of these

two kinds of Korean vocabulary in the mental lexicon.

Key words: aphasia, dyslexia, Chinese-derivative words, pure Korean words,

mental lexicon
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