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Abstract

The Development of Predicate

According to Children’s Syntactic Ability

Hyun-joung Lee

Graduate Program in Speech Pathology, Yonsei University

(Directed by Professor Chang Il Park)

The Children less than two years old mainly use nouns in the one-word stage
of speech development. As they reach two years of age, they are able to verbalize
semantic relations by connecting words (including nouns, verbs, adjectives) they
have learned. Children develop the ability to create syntactic forms by learning
and using predicates, composed of adjectives and verbs. Mean Length of
Utterance(MLU), which has been used as a primary index to measure syntactic
ability, can be computed from a sample of spontaneous speech by two methods.
The first method calculates MLU in Morphemes(MLUm) and the second method,
in Words(MLUw).

To investigate the relation between children’s syntactic ability and the
predicate production, we measured the Total Number of Predicate(TNP) and the
Number of Different Predicate(NDP) as MLU increased.

Thirty-five children mainly using two or three words in an utterance were
allowed to play freely with six kinds of toys. After gathering the spontaneous
speech, we evaluated the MLUw, MLUm, TNP, and NDP were evaluated to

analyze the relation between MLU and predicate production. The results were as
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follows:
1. As MLUw and MLUm increased, TNP and NDP significantly increased.
2. When analyzed the data according to the Brown’s stage,

a. TNP continuously increased at each stage, whereas NDP in MLUm
increased significantly only at Brown’s stage II.

b. TNP significantly increased from stage II to stage III, and NDP from the
stage I to stage IIL

These results indicate that children’s syntactic growth, and the acquisition and
use of predicates progressed concurrently in early language development. When
each stage was examined, however, both TNP and NDP did not simultaneously
increase when children learned and developed predicates. In other words,
children acquire language in two periods. In the first period, children learn new
predicates to increase NDP, and in the other period, children inflect or repeatedly
use the learned predicates to thoroughly comprehend their meaning and stabilize
their usage. In addition, the mean ages of the children of the stageIl and III,
respectively, were not different, even though TNP of the stagelll significantly
increased. These findings imply that one needs to differentiate the two different
periods of predicate development according to syntactic growth.

The type of semantic relations for in children’s utterances should be
investigated with a larger sample size because it may influence the TNP and NDP

of children in Brown's stage I .

Key Words : MLU, predicate, Brown’s stage
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