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Abstract

The stimulability of preschool children with articulation
disorders

So Hyun Park

Graduate Program in Speech Pathology, Yonsei University

(Directed by Professor Ji Cheol Shin)

Stimulability refers to the subject’s ability to correctly produce
misarticulated sounds when stimulated with auditory, visual or tactile
cues. Stimulability plays an important role in confirming the subject’s
misarticulated sound system during articulation tests, as well as in the
treatment and  generalization of misarticulated sounds.  During
assessment and treatment in actual clinical settings, stimulability is being
widely used. However, there has not been any study conducted in
Korea regarding children with articulation disorder.

The purpose of this study was to examine the stimulability of
children with and without articulation disorders regarding words and
nonsense syllables containing affricatives, glides and fricatives, which are
acquired relatively later. The study also researched the words or nonsense
syllables for which both groups showed stimulability. Furthermore, the
correlation between the PCC_(percentage of consonants correct) of

affricatives, glides or fricatives and the stimulability of words or nonsense

_32_



syllables containing the same elements was examined. The study was
conducted with 20 children: 10 with articulation disorder and 10
articulatory ability-matched children without articulation disorder.

In order to examine the stimulability of words, the children were
given 2 chances to imitate target sounds of misarticulated words with
auditory and visual cues and for the stimulability of nonsense syllables,
they were given 2 chances to imitate target sounds of misarticulated
nonsense syllables with auditory and visual cues.

The results were as follows.

1. There were no significant differences between the stimulability of
children with and without articulation disorder.

2. There were no significant correlations between the PCC of
affricatives, glides and fricatives and the stimulability of words and
nonsense syllables containing the same elements.

3. The words and nonsense syllables that children with and without

articulation disorder differed according to the individual.

The above results show that children with articulation disorder do
not lack the ability to imitate words and nonsense syllables containing
affricatives, glides or fricatives as compared to children without articulation
disorder. Moreover, children who have high accuracy of producing correct
affricatives, glides or fricatives do not necessarily imitate these sounds more
precisely than others. Additionally, there were individual differences

regarding the stimulability for words and nonsense syllables containing

_33_



affricatives, glides or fricatives.

It is neccessary to conduct further research concerning the
stimulability of children with articulation disorder while increasing the
number of subjects, providing various stimulants and controlling the
level of stimulants of affricatives, glides or fricatives for each

misarticulated sound.

Key Words : stimulability, articulation disorders, affricatives, glides, fricatives
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