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AR F o=
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o 2 12.321%%* 0.000
SEYHxIE 2 2.977 0.070
ek p<().001
E 4. AEH ks FEIANA AEE 2AF ARSNE B 3 wERA
PR SLI1& MLUZL& AGE1E
P+ FHA} P+ = T2} P+ = T2}
AhdA] s} 99.4+13.84 106.1+29.72 147.7+43.52
=2 A 31.3+5.96 34.3+15.97 52.0+3.61
P eeE el o ghe Was RFEAAE dEh.
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Abstract

The Use of Case-particles of Korean-speaking Children with
and without Specific Language Impairment

Park Jung Hyun
Graduate Program in Speech Pathology, Yonsei University

(Directed by Professor Lee Ik Hwan)

The purpose of this study is to examine the use of grammatical
morphemes of children with Specific Language Impairment (SLI). According
to many studies in various languages, children with SLI have difficulties in
using grammatical morphemes. Thus, their difficulties function as clinical
markers. In Korea, research data on children with SLI are insufficient, and
tests to diagnose children with SLI have been not designed yet. Therefore,
the study of grammatical morpheme use is needed for identifying children
with SLI. In order to accomplish this objective, correct use and errors of
Case-particles among representative grammatical morphemes in Korean are
examined. The subjects are preschool children, 10 children with SLI, 10
age-equivalent children, and 10 Mean Length Utterance (MLU)-equivalent

children. The results are as follows:

1. The frequency of correct use of Case-particles show significant
differences between the SLI group and the age-equivalent group in both the
spontaneous speech sample and the elicited speech tasks. The frequency of

correct use in the SLI group is lower than that of the normal groups.
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2. The frequency of errors of Case-particles show significant differences
between the spontaneous speech samples and the elicited speech tasks. In
spontaneous speech samples, the frequency of errors of the SLI group is
significantly higher than that of the normal groups. In the elicited speech
task, the frequency of errors of the SLI group is significantly higher than
that of the age equivalent group. Moreover, the frequency of errors of the
MLU equivalent group is significantly higher than that of the age
equivalent group.

3. The Frequency of error types show difference between the
spontaneous speech samples and the elicited speech tasks. In the
spontaneous speech tasks, omission is noticed only in the SLI group,
whereas substitution is found in all the three groups. The frequency of
substitution in the SLI group is higher than that of the normal groups. In
the elicited speech task, the omission occurs in all three groups. The
Frequency of omission in the SLI and MLU equivalent groups is higher
than that of the age equivalent group. Substitution is found in all three
groups. The SLI group shows a significantly higher frequency of
substitution than the normal groups.

4. Error types in the subtypes of Case-particles in the SLI group are
different between the spontaneous speech sample and the elicited speech
tasks. In the spontaneous speech sample, the subjective Case-particles tend
to be omitted. The objective Case-particles is substituted for the subjective
Case-particles, and the adverbial Case-particles tend to be omitted as well.
Uniquely, ’-iga” for the subjective Case-particles is overused by the SLI
group. In the elicited speech tasks, the adverbial Case-particles tend to be

omitted and substituted for the objective Case-particles. The subjective
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Case-particles is uniquely, but inappropriately substitute for -yaga” and ’-iga’

by the SLI group.

These results show that Korean-speaking children with SLI have
difficulty in using Case-particles. This suggests that the use of Case-particles
can be helpful as a clinical marker to distinguish children with SLI from
normal children. It is necessary to subdivide subtypes of Case-particles
depending on case marking and compare to use of each subtype between
children with SLI and normal children. Also a further study is necessary to

examine the use of verb endings.

Key Words: Specific Language Impairment, grammatical morpheme, the
frequency of Case-particles use, the frequency of Case-particles

errors, child language disorders.
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