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Abstract

Errors and Characteristics of Verbal Fluency

from Healthy Koreans over the Age of 65

Young Ok Ki

Graduate Program in Speech and Language Pathology, Yonsei {/niversity

(Directed by Professor Sang Gyu Seo)

A verbal fluency test is a commonly used speech-language evaluation test
that examines the ability to spontaneously produce words orally within a fixed
span. There are two types of verbal fluency tasks: semantic fluency and
phonemic fluency. For semantic fluency, words must be produced according to
semantic constraints. For phonemic fluency, words must be produced according
to phonemic constraints. This study examined errors and characteristics of a
verbal fluency test administered to healthy Koreans over the age of 65 In
terms of the level of education in years. The following groups were examined:
below elementary school level, middle school level and above high school level.
Examples of the error types include preservative errors (i.e., repetition of a
previously generated response) and non-categorical error (i.e., a response
excluding a certain category)

The following results were obtained:

1. The number of preservative errors in semantic fluency was similar in all

three groups.

2. There was a significant difference in number of non-categorical errors Iin

semantic fluency between the group below elementary school education and the
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group above high school education but only in relation to the animal naming
task.

3. There were a similar number of both types of errors in phonemic fluency in

the three education groups.

4. There was a similar reaction time to the first appropriate word in the

semantic fluency and phonemic fluency tasks.

5. There were a similar number of words produced fluently including the first
appropriate word in intra-verbal fluency tasks. However, there was a
significant difference in the number of words between the inter-verbal fluency
tasks. The number of words in the semantic fluency task was significantly

higher than the number of words in the phonemic fluency task.

6. A comparison of the error types between semantic fluency and phonemic
fluency tasks revealed the preservative errors to be significantly higher than
the non-categorical errors in the semantic fluency task, and there were more

non-categorical errors than preservative errors in the phonemic fluency task.

These results show the errors and characteristics of verbal fluency from
healthy Koreans over the age of 65. These results can be used help evaluate a

subject’s verbal fluency and design more accurate therapeutic goals.

Key words: errors, verbal fluency, perservative error, non-categorical error
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