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Abstract

Changes of speech rate and dysfluency of pre-school
children with stuttering according to conversational
partner’s speech rate modification

Kyung Jae Lee

Graduate Program in Speech Pathology, Yonsei University

(Directed by Professor Ji Cheol Shin)

Indirect therapies including modification of interaction syles and speech rate
have been used to treat pre-school children with stuttering. Previous studies on
conversational partner’'s modification of speech rate, which is a part of
interaction therapy, show reduction of dysflueny rate of pre-school children
with stuttering but diverse results in children’s speech rate change according
to the degree of conversational partner’s modification of speech rate.

This study investigated the changes of articulation rate, overall speech rate
and dysfluency frequencies of pre-school children with stuttering according to
conversational partner’s modifications of speech rate, which are adults’ normal
articulation rate, articulation rate similar to children’s, slower speech rate than
children'’s.

The results are as follows:

1. There was no significant change in articulation rate and overall speech

_40_



rate of pre-school children with stuttering even with the modification of
conversational partner’s modified articulation rate.

2. Dysfluency frequencies of pre—school children with stuttering decreased
as conversational partner slowed down his speech. Out of three conversational
partner’s articulation rate situations, there was significant decrease In
dysfluency frequencies between conversational partner’'s normal speech rate
and slower speech rate, speech rate similar to children’s and slower speech
rate situation. There was no significant decrease in normal speech rate and

speech rate similar to children’s situation.

These results show slower speech rate of conversational partner’'s
articulation rate is effective in enhancing fluencies of pre-school children with
stuttering without changes in children’s articulation rate and overall speech
rate.

Comparison between responses of pre-school children with and without
stuttering to conversational partner’'s modification of speech rate is needed.
Also study on changes in utterance complexity and response time etc. of
pre-school children with stuttering should be followed according to

conversational partner’s modification of speech rate.

Key Words : stuttering, overall speech rate, articulation rate.
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