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T& F A3 5 T A A A v 31
43 2ol AAMNE-N;, Ammonium Nitrogen) 0.5mg/L 0.5mg/L
sk | A4t A A (NOs-N; Nitrate Nitrogen) 10mg/L 10mg/L
771 ZH=§(CD; Cadmium) 0.0lmg/L | 0.0lmg/L | 73}
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ABSTRACT

The Current Status of Water Quality Management and the Improvement

Strategies in Korea

Kim Sang Han
Dept. of Environmental Engineering
The Graduate School

Yonsei University

This thesis investigated the current status of water pollution in Korea and
the water quality management efforts performed by the government. The
effective strategies to improve water quality were also suggested.

Since the 1970s, our country have emphasized the economic growth,
resulting in the annual average growth rate of 13%. At the cost of economic
development, the industrial waste water has been increased by 13% every year
since the 1980s. The average rainfall in Korea is 1.283mm per year, which is
relatively abundant but the rainfall is concentrated in a specific region and
season. Due to this reason, it is difficult to manage the water resources in
Korea. Since 2000s, to improve the water quality, the government have made
some efforts such as establishing new regulations and water control systems.
Nevertheless, the water pollution have not been improved as the current
government plans.

At the present time, the various water quality management authorities have
been being unified into one authority which has establishing essential plans for
managing groundwater, wastewater, and river waters . Particularly, the water

surveillance system, the raw water management for the drinking water, and
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the control of wastewater effluents are good examples for improving the water
quality.

For the effective improvement of water quality in the future, the more
systematic and powerful control for the industrial and domestic wastewater
should be made. The penalty for the excess wastewater effluents should be
strongly reinforced, the appropriate campaign and policy should be set up to
reduce the water usage, and the wastewater treatment process should be
further improved. In addition, the local governments in all regions should also

participate to improve water quality.

Key Words : water pollution, environmental pollution, water resource, water

quality management policy, groundwater
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