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= ABSTRACT =

A study on the causes of the medical accidents

from analyses of rulings on medical malpractice lawsuits in orthopedics

Won, Lee

Department of Health Policy
Division of Global Health
Graduate School of Public Health

Yonsei University

(Directed by Professor So Yoon, Kim, M.D., Ph.D.)

The National Health Insurance started in 1989 in Repulic of Korea.
Since 1989, the use of health services has increased and general
medical technology has developed. Even though the high quality of
health care services were provided, the medical malpractice lawsuits
that started in the mid-1980s officially, has increased steadily. The
rise in medical disputes has caused a rapid increase in corresponding
side effects, which have become an important social issue. These side
effects not only negatively affect patients and their families, but also

health care professionals and ultimately threaten public health.
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Previous researches show that orthopedics comprises a large
proportion of malpractice suits and expected to increase due to a

prolonged average life span and surge in chronic osteoarthritis.

Through analyses of rulings on orthopedics malpractice suits, the
purpose of this study is to understand the current situation and trends
of medical accidents in orthopedics. Based on this evaluation, this
study aims to categorize the causes of these medical accidents, and
provide data and applicable policies when a healthcare institution

attempts to establish preventative measures.

A analysis of medical malpractice suits in orthopedics whose incident
numbers date from 2005 to 2010 was performed. As study method, quantitative

analysis was conducted with SAS 9.2 for understanding current situation.

Major findings of this study are as follows:

1. The average period of lawsuits, from the happening of the medical
accident to end of the ruling, took 4.23 years.

2. The most frequent procedure of the cause of the medical
accidents was surgery, 159cases, 46.36%. Secondly, diagnosis and
examination accounted for 24.78%.

3. When surgeries are main procedure of the causes of medical
accidents and as a result of examing the types of surgeries, the spine

surgery had the highest percentage of 49.1%.
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4. For the result of the accident, the higest number of cases was
disability with the percentage of 40.8% and this percentage was
followed by 26.8% of afteraffects and complications.

5. For violation of duty, violation of the duty of care accounted for
31.20%, violation of liability for explanation accounted for 4.37%.

6. For the injured body part of the accident, spine comprised a large
proportion of all.

7. For the outcome of including decision on the accident, dismissal
was 34.4%.

8. 26.2% were the number of cases of infection outbreak.

From the results of the qualitative analysis, the major cause of the
human factor is that medical professionals do not consider patient's
symptom sensitively. The adverse events and harmness to patients can
be prevented, if medical professionals examinate immediately when
patients complain. The major cause of the systemic factor is the lack
of the communication and cooperation bewteen the process of

treatment.

Putting the above-results together, future studies to determine root
causes of medical accidents should be done to plan against repeat
malpractice. Changes in the overall system and procedures will be
essential to consistent effort towards building a safer medical

environment.
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