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ABSTRACT

A study on the degrees of awareness and
performance of the hospital infection control among
clinical nurses in a middle-sized and in a small-sized
hospital

Kim, Bong Hee
Graduate School of Public
Health Science and Management

Yonsei University

This study is intended to identify the degrees of awareness and
performance of the hospital infection control of clinical nurses who
are working in a medium-sized and in a small-sized hospital.

To achieve the objective of the study, a survey was conducted
for 440 clinical nurses in a university hospital and a medical center
located in Wonju, Gangwon-do. A sytematic, self-filling, a pilot
tested questionnaire survey was conducted by the researcher for
15 days from October 16, 2003 to October 30, 2003. The
questionnaire is consisted of 83 questions including the
socio—demographic characteristics, hand scrub status, fluid therapy
control, urinary tract infection control, respiratory infection control,
infectious wastes management, and sterilization and pollutant
equipment management. The value of the Cronbach-a of the each

item of the questionnaire shows bigger than 0.8, indicating good
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reliability. The SPSSWIN 11.0 was used to analyze the data using
t—test, ANOVA, and Paired t-test.

The results are as follows.

Firstly, the mean values of the awareness and performance on the
hospital infection control was 4.63, 4.21 respectively. The values of
awareness were higher than those of performance in all sections
and were statistically significant. Then, it was followed by the
sterilization and pollutant equipment management, infectious wastes

management, and respiratory infection control in orders.

Secondly, the items which have big mean value difference
between the awareness and performance are ‘I isolate patients
who are infected by urinary tract infection from non-patients to
reduce the opportunity of cross infection(1.14)” followed by ‘I
scrub my hands for over 15 seconds (0.98)” , and “I don’ t give
pressure by a salt solution or push a solidified blood when the fluid

of fluid therapy management is not contained (0.93).”

Thirdly, the mean values of the awareness and performance of
the hospital infection control were higher among nurses aged over
30, those having more than 10 year-career, higher ranking nurses,

married women and those who have higher education levels.

The results suggests that further studies which would find out
what makes the big differences between the awareness and
performance of the hospital infection control among nurses. Also, it
1s desirable to develop some guide books for nurses to better
understand the importance of hospital infection control and give

them suitable education.
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