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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Current Status and Functional Change

of Psychiatric Welfare Facilities

Chung, Young moon

Dept. of Health Policy and Management
The Graduate School of

Health Science and Management

Yonsei University

(Directed by Prof. Woo Hyun Cho, M.D., Ph.D)

Based on a survey of 55 psychiatric welfare facilities and 21 mental
hospitals (changed from psychiatric welfare facilities) across the
country, this study aims to identify problems in the management of
psychiatric welfare facilities and examine the policy on their functional
change.

Major findings are as follows;

First, psychiatric welfare facilities and mental hospitals are unevenly
distributed across the country, which implies that the range and variety
of their functions should be extended.

Second, most inpatients were schizophrenic males in their forties

belonging to the category of Type 1 Medicaid Beneficiary Group. About
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2/3 of the inpatients were those had been residing in the institutions
for more than 3 years.

Third, the personnel of psychiatric welfare facilities were insufficient
to provide mental health services in a professional and specialized
manner and more investment seemed necessary to develop occupational
rehabilitation programs and new facilities.

Fourth, although these institutions were found to be more open than
they had been in the past in their operations, the level of openness still
varied greatly from institution to institution.

Fifth, the surveyed people were found to prefer the option of
converting the existing psychiatric welfare facilities into open, long-term
residential care facilities or into semi-open, care—center-based residential
institutions to that of converting into mental hospitals, about which
many envisioned a wide range of pros and cons.

This study suggests the functional conversion of psychiatric welfare
facilities be followed by prudent mid-to long-term policy approaches
resting on a comprehensive review of regional differences and the
mental health policy framework as a whole. In addition, short-term
approaches should be sought to enhance the openness and transparency
of those facilities and expand their rehabilitation programs to return

more inpatients to society.

Key Words: Psychiatric welfare facilities, Mental health, Mental hospital,

Functional change
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