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C3H/Hel OO0 OOOO MEKOOOO OO
god oboo od oo

Extracellular  signal-regulated kinase(ERK)O mitogen—
activated protin kinase cascadell] JO0OOO OOO OO0 OOOO
000 OO0 0000 apoptosis OOOO. OO0 OOO HCa-I O
50% O O0O00O00O(TCD50)0 80 Gy OO0 OOOO OOO OO
0000 000 000, 000 O0O0OO0 00 Oooo oo ogo oo
OO0 OO0 0000 00000 0O0od oooo ooo. o ooogod
invivo, 00O OO0 OO0 OOO0O ERKOOOO OO0 OO0O OOO
0 00 00 000 OD0O00D0D ObodOd odOo. MEKO OO0 O
000 PD980590 /in vivod O ERKO U000 OO OO OO OOO
O0. PDO80590 25 Gy OO0 OO O OOO) 0O OOO OO
0@ 00O0) 0000 000 0000 OO0 00bo oo oo gogod
OO0 0OO00o00O. D0 OD0O00 0O 000O0o0 ogooo od 1.e0 19
0 PD980590 OO0 OO0 OOO0OO O0OOOO OO0 OODOO.
PDO980590 OO0 OUOO OOO OOO DOOOO OO TUNELO OO
apoptosisl] OO OOO. Apoptosis index] OO0O0O OO0 ODOOOO
1.4%, PD98059 O OOO 0.9%, O O0OOOO 49%, 0 OOOOO
530 0000 OO0 00000 apoptosisl OO0OO OOOO OO
0O 0000 OO0 0000 apoptosisd O0O0O0O OOOOO. Apo—
ptosis 00O 0O0OOO Western bolttingD D OO0 00O, p53, p21
WARLICIPL Bel-Xs 0 000 000 00000 PD98059 O OOO0OO
000 000 000 0000 OO0 oooobo 00bo oooo oo o
O000.00 00000 Bel-2,Bel-X,,Baxd OO0 OO OOO O
OO0 000.000 OO0 PD980590 OO OO0 DOOOO OO0
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000 000 p53, p21 WARYCPL Bel-Xs OO0 apoptosis OO 000
OO0 apoptosisl] OO0 OO ODODOOO OOOO.

D0000 MEK 0000 OO0 OO0 000 000 000 OO0
0O 00 00 OO0 p53, p21 WARYCP 'Bel-Xs OO apoptosis 00 00
0 OO0 apoptosisl D000 OO0 OO0OOO 00000, MEK OO
00 0000 000 00 000 0000 000 000 0 00 g
O oooo.

o000 O :PD98059, OO OOO, apoptosis, 00
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goood odd gobooo

OO0 0000 00O 000 0000 OO0 OO od ooo oo
apoptosis] 00 O0OY OO OO0 OO0 O0OO0O0 OOOO O OO
00 apoptosisl] O00O0O0O OO OO OO OO0 ODOOOO OOO
000 00O O 0O oo*>.

OO0 0000 ODNA OO0 0OO0OO0O OO0 0Ooog goo
00000 00000 000 OO0Y% 00 0000 death receptord O
000 00O OO0 OO0 O OO0 apoptosisd OO O 0O OO
000000 000O0. 00 OO0 0000 OO0 oogdo apoptosisd O
0000 000 targetDd OO 0000 O0O0° OO0 0000
epidermal growth factor receptor (EGFR), tumor necrosis factor
receptor (TNFR) OO cytokine receptorsl] OO0 OO0, 0DO0OO
OO0 000 O EGFRO mitogen—activated protein kinase (MAPK)U

—-3—



stress—activated protein kinase (SAPK/INK)UO OOOO 0OOO
00, 0000 000 000 000 0000 OO0 OO0 00
0000 EGFRO OO 0O0OO OO OO0 OOO DOOO DOOO
00 oDOoooo®hre

0 00O OO0 OO0 OO0 OO0 oog oogoo oo
OooodO0o, 000 000 ODOO0O0 00 000 0O oooo oogod
O0. 000000 OD-EGFR OOOODO OO0 OOO OO DOOO
000 00 00 000 0000 OO0 0Do0O0Y. 000 EGFRO OO
0000 OO0 OO0 00O 000 EGFRO OO0 OO OOOO OO
0000 0000 OO0™ 000 0 0 00 000 00000 000
0O 00O targetd OO0 OO 0OO0OOO 0OO0OOO EGFROO OOO
000 0000 OO0 0 0oo o o oo.

000 00 0000 0O0000 O EGFRO OO0 MAPK OO
000 000 O O 00”1 0 MAPK family O 00 00O OOO
OO extra—cellular signal—regulated protein kinasel (ERK1)J ERK2
O0. ERK1/ ERK2O proto—oncogenell rasl OO O0O0OO OOO
OO0 000 00% Rasd Rafld OO0 OO0 00O MEK1O
000000, D000 MEKAIO ERK1O ERK20O OO0 OO0
000 MAP kinased OO 000 0OO0OOO OO DOO Elk-1 0O
000 000 000 000%. MEKIDO 00000 ERK1O ERK2
OO0 OO0 DOO0OO0O OO0 ERK1O ERK2O0 MAPK O0O0O0O 0OOO
000 OO0 OO0 00O OoOO0DbO. o0 ObOOo Ooo0 ooo oo oo
0000 00 0000 OO0 0000 MAPK OOOO OO0 OOO
000 og og”®®e

OO0 OO000O bovine aortic endothelial OO0 U937 human
monoblastic leukemia 0000 SAPK/JNK OO 0OO0O 00O
apoptosisl OO 000 OO 0OO0O0% 00 000 OO0 0000
OO0 00O MEKY ERK 0000 O0OO anti—apoptosisd OO0
OO0 ERKO JUJNK OOOO 0O0OO 000 OO0 00O DOoogod

apoptosis 0 & %829,



goood oobb bbb 0oodb Ob bodob Ob ERKO
gooo oobodo oo bod bod odgb bbb bbod, ERK
goobo odd oob bbb 0ood OO0 targetd OO, MEK
goobo bobbo 0odd oobo bobbo oooboobo boa.



g. o0 o oo

1. 000 0000 oo

OO0 OO0 OO0 8~10000 C3H/Hed OO OOODO OOOO.
0000 SPF (specific pathogen free) OO0 OO O OOOO OO
22 °C, 00O 55% 0O 0O0O0OO ODOOO OOOOOO OO O 5000
OO00O0O0. 000 OO0 OO0 OO0 C3H/MHed 00O OODOODO
hepatocarcinoma (HCa-1), fibrosarcoma (FSa-Il1), squamous cell
carcinoma (SCC-VII), mammary carcinoma (MCa—-K) [0 ovarian
carcinoma (OCa-O0O. OO 0O0O0O OO0 OO OO0 OOOOO
000 0.025% trypsin OO0 O OO OOOOO Sweeney OO0
o000, OO0 0000 00 OO0 OOO0O. 00 oooo 4 °ccdd
1500 rpmd 0 0OO0OOO OO0 OOOO OO OO OO DOOOO
O00O. 00000 OO0 10 OO trypan blue OO0 990 0O OO
OO0 1000 OO0 1000 OO0 OO0 hemocytometerld [O0
0000 00000. 000 0000 0000 1 X 10°00 000
Oooob 0OO0bOO0 Obogo. ogb booo b0 2~30  caliperd
0000 D000 0000 8mmO OOOOO O OO0 OOOOO.

2. 00O OO O MEK inhibitorD O

000 O0OoOd bOO0Od Oo00o0o0d(varian Co., Milpitas, CA,
USA)D 0000 000 00O DbOooboo OO ooo oooo
0000 25 Gy OOOOO. PD98059 (Calbiochem, San Diego, CA,
USA)O 0.16 0/500 O O0O0O OODOOO.O0O0 DOOO 8 mm O
0O 000 000 OO0 MEK O0O0O0O PD98059C OO OO OO,
OO0 0O 000 OO0 00000, 000 gogd pD98059 OO O
000 OO0 0000 ODO000O OO0 000 o0 O 0o ooo oo
ooo.



3. 00 OO0 OO OO

OO0 00O 000 000 000 0O0OooO0 od oogoo
00000 OO00O0O. 000 OOood 8 00O O DoOO DoOOd
000, OO0 OO0 DOOO0O 0O 2-30 OOOO caliperd OOO
ooodoo. OO0 OO0 OO0 OO0 0Ood oooo o obogod
0000 8000 12000 0O0O0O0O OO0 OOO0OO ODOOO OOO
ooodo 12 000 0OO0O0O OO0 OO0 OO OO oo oo
(absolute growth delay; AGD)O O OOOOO. 00O OO (enhancement
factor; EF)00 OO OO OO (normalized tumor growth delay; NGD)[
00 00 0000 00 0O0Od. 00 00 00O ogo odo oo
Ooo0d OO0 OO0 000 oOoo 12 OO0 OOOO OO0
0000 0000 000 000 OoOooo 12 00O OOOO oOdd
000 OO0 000% 00 00 000 0O 00O0 O 8-10000
0000 DOO000 0O 000 20 00O ooogo.

4. Apoptosisd OO0

000 000 000 0000 OoOooo ooog ooog 4
0 000 000 terminal deoxynucleotidyl transferase—mediated
dUTP-biotin nick end labeling (TUNEL)O 0O 0O0O. TUNELO Apop
Tag /n situ detection kit (Oncor, Gaithersburg, MD, USA)O O0OOO
O0O000. Apoptosisl OO0 4000 0O0O0OOO 0OOO DOOOO
100000 OO0 O OOOO apoptosis OO OO0O.

5. Western blotting

000 000 000 western blottingl 0000, ERKO
00000 apoptosis] OO0 O00OO0O OOO OOOOO. ODOO
000 0O 10°% 00 000 OO0 00O0@H 7.4)00 30 000 O
100 mM HEPES, 200 mM NacCl, 20% glycerol, 2% NP40, 2 mM EDTA,
40 mM B—glyceraldehydephosphate, 2 mM sodium fluoride, 1 mM dit-
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hiothereitol, 1 mM sodium orthovanadate, 0.2 mM phenylmethyl—
sulfonyl fluoride, 5 O/0 leupeptin, 2 O/0 aprotinindd OO0 OO
Oo0000 100 0OOOooo. oo 4 °cOod 2000 OOOOOO
0000 0OO0O0 OO0 OO000 OoOOo. 0gd ooo oooo poly-—
acylamide gel0 00 OO OO OO 0O nitrocellulose membranel O
OoO000O. 00 5% 0000 0.1% Tween—-200 0O0O0OO Tris—
buffered saline (TBST)O 200 OO 0O0O0OO 0OOOOO OO O
0000 OO0 10 000 200 ODOOODOO. OO TBSTO OOOO
horseradish peroxidasel OO0O0O OO 20 OO0 100 OO0 O
ECL Western blotting detection system (Amersham, UK)O 0000
luminescent image analyzer (Fuji film, Japan)] O0OO0O0O. ODO0O0O0O
000 densitometry (Amersham)d 0O0O0O0O O0O0OO0O0O. OO0
000 EGFR (Santa Cruz Biotechnology, Santa Cruz, CA, USA), p—
ERK (Cell Signaling Technology, Beverly, UK), p53 (Ab7, Oncogene
Science, Manhasset, NY, USA), Bcl-X,;s (BD Biosciences, San Diego,
CA, USA), Bcl-2 (N-19, Santa Cruz Bio—technology), p21WAF/cPt
(Santa Cruz Biotechnology), a—Tubulin (Oncogene Science)l OO
00000 0000 OO0 goood.

6. Immunoprecipitation

EGFRO 00000 O0O0OO OO0 OO OOOO OO OO0
0000 immunoprecipitation] O0O0O0O0.300 00 OO0 OOO 5
OO0 0O EGFROOO OO G-Sepharose beads (Amersham)l
immunoprecipitation OO0O. OOO0O0O OO0 RIPA OOOO0O 20,
OO0 00000 10 0Odd O 2X SDS (1X SbS= 250 mM Tris—HCI
(pH 6.8), 4% SDS, 10% glycerol, 0.06% bromophenol blue, 2% pB—
mercaptoethanol) sample OO0 30 OO OO 100 °cO0d 500
O00. 00 0000 polyacylamide gel0D 0 OO OO OO O 0O-
phosphotyrosine O O (PY20, Santa Cruz Biotechnology)OD 10 OO0
0000 OO0 0000 ooooao.
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. od

1. 000 OO0 ERK OO

000 000 00 EGFRO 0000 OO ERKO OO OO0
D000 00"®*® 000 00 000 00 EGFRO 000 ERKO O
00 00 000 00000. EGFRO 0000 ((p-EGFR)O 0000
OO0 5000 000 0000 O EGFR OO0 immunoprecipitation(]
00 0O phosphotyrosine 000 0000 OO0OO0O. ERKO O00O0O
(p—ERK)O 0OOO OO MEK OO0 OOO 0000 ERKO 000
00 0000 000 OOOO Western blottingd D 00000, 000
000 0000 50% 00 OO0 OO0(TCD50)00 000 O 000
TCD500 OO0 HCa-I, FSa—Il, SCC-VIIO 000 00 OOOO
MCa-K,OCa-I0 OO0 OO0 OOO0OO 0O0O0OO(@1)%.

000 000 00 EGFRO p—ERKO 00 OO0 OO0 OOO.
EGFRO 00O OO0 OO0 OO OOO HCa-I, FSa—Il, SCC-VvIOO
000 000 000 MCa-K, OCa—l OO 2-250 00 0OOOO O
00 OO0 000 0000 EGFRO OO 000 OO0 000O0. p-
EGFRO HCa-IOO 00O OO0 0OOOOOO, MCa—K, OCa—I, FSa—lI,
ScCC-vIl 000 00O OO0 0000 0000Od. p—ERKO 00O OO
0 p—EGFR 0 000 000 000 0OOO(@O1). 00 OO 000
000 0000 ERKO OO0 EGFRO 000 000 OO OO O O
ooag.



- = 5 x _
.
33
(@] S} (@]
T 2 8% 3= o
EGFR [— o o— wiw |
P-EGFR [ - = -y

O—Tubulin | o —————————

OO0 1. 000 ODOO0OO0ODO EGFRO ERKO OO

C3H/HeJ OO0 OOOO HCa-I, FSa-Il, SCC-VII, MCa-K @O
OCa-I00 ERKO 0OO0O0O0O OOOO ERKO OOOOO OOOO O
OO0 OO00O0 Western blottingD 0 0 0O0O0O0O (p—ERK), EGFRO 0O
000 O EGFR O0OO immunoprecipitation] 0 [J phosphotyrosine
000 00000 (p—EGFR).

HCa-I FSa—II SCC-VII MCa—-K OCa-I

TCD50 (Gy) = 80 74.8 =~ 80 42.9 52.6

0 1. 000 000 5% 00 OO0 OO (TCD50, Ref.30 Milas L et
al. Cancer Res 1987; 47: 1069-1075)
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2. InvivoOO PD980590 OO ERKO O0OOQO

500 000 OO0 OO0 EGFRO ERKOD OO0 OO OO
HCa—I0O O PD98059 OO O ERK OO OOO O00O0O0O. 1 X 10°0
g oob 0obob bobdod goob bbod s mmd QOO0 O
PDO980590 OO O 016 /50 00O OO0 OO OQ0O O OO OO
goobo obob oobobo.obb 00 0ood MEK OOO OoOod b
OO0 ERKO O0O0OODO DOOO OO0 DODOO Western blotting[
U 0ddob ERKD O0OO ODOOOO.

PDO8059 U0 100 OO0 ERKUOUOOOO OOdd Oodo 0.5
O 000000, PD98059 00U 40000 ERKOOD DOObOo@O

2).

Oh 1h 4h 12h 24h

p—ERK [ - |

a—Tubulin | R G G c— |

00 2. HCa—-1 OO0 OOO0ODO PDO80590 OO0 ERKO OOODO
OO0 0000 8mm O O PD980590 OO O 0.16 O/50 00O O
oo oo booo 0o 0o 0od oodb oob obobo oodoo
ERKO 00000 OO0O0O 0OO0O OOOO Western blottingd O
ERKO O0OOOO DOOOO.
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3. PD980590 OO OO0 OO0 OO

ERK 0000 OO0 /inwvivo OO0 OO0 OO0 OOOO O
OO0 000 O0O0O0 OO0 OO0 OO 0O0d Heca-IO ODOOO O
Ooo0d 00O OO OO0 ooogdo. ooo, 25 gy OO0 oo,
PD98059 00, OO0 OO 1500 PD98059 OO, OOO OO 1
OO0 O PD98059 OO0 OOOODO OO0 OO OO0 ODOOOO.
OO0 OO0 1500 PD98059 00O 00O OO0 OO OO OO0 OO
0O 000 0 000 OO0 0bOoO0d0o 0ob0 oouoo ooo ooog,
000 OO0 OO0 100 O PD98059 000D OOO OO O OO
00 00 (potentially lethal damage repair; PLDR)O O OO0 0000
OO0 000 oogo.

PD980590 00O OO O0OOOO OO OO OOO o700O O
OO0 00 00 OO0 0000 O0Od. 000 pbeg8os9otl OO0 OO
0O OO 000 OO0, pb98059 150 O OOODOO 8 OO0 12 OO
OO0 000 13.30, 100 O ODOOO0O 14400 0O0OO OO OO O
OO0 7.00,8200 O OO0 ODOODO OO OO ODOO ODOODO.0OOO
000 000 00 OO0 00000 0DO0O 00 ODoo ooo ogo
OO0 OO0 OO0O0 O 0O 0Ooo, pbeg8o590 OO0 OO 150 OO
000 OO0 100 OO0 000 00000 ooooo oo 1.e0 1.90
Oo0O0O0(@@2. 003). O, PD980590 OO OO0 OO OO0 OOO
HCa—IO OO0 OO0 ODOO OODOO.
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goo 8 unon oo oo oo oo oo oo

12 000 00 00

00 0O0(@) (AGD) (NGD) (EF)
0ono 5.5+ 0.3
Radiation(RT) 9.9+ 0.6 4.4
PD98059(PD) 6.2+ 0.3 0.7
PD-RT" 13.3+ 0.6 7.7 7.0 1.6
RT-PD” 14.4+ 0.7 8.9 8.2 1.9

0 2. HCa—IODO OO0 O0OO, PDO8905901 00O O OO OOO0O
o0 oo oo

000 OO0oDoo 25 Gydd, PDO805901 OO0 O 0.16 O/ 50 OO0
000 OO0 0OO00D00.PD980590 OO OO 150 0O ODOOOO”
000 00 100 00 000007, 00 OO0 00 (absolute growth
delay; AGD)OD OO0 O0OO OO OO O OO0 OOO0O0O 12 000
0ood 0ooo oooo obodoo ouo ogooo 12000 oooo
000 0od OO0 ooo. 0bd oo 0Odnormalized tumor growth
delay; NGD)O O0O0O OO0 O0O0O OO DOO OO0 OOOO 12
o0 0oUudo 0o Uooo ooodo oob ooo oooo 12
000 obod OoOobo oDoo od gooo. oo 0Od(enhancement
factor; EF)00 00O OO DOD0O0O OO OO OOOO OO DOO.
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12 4

[N
=
I

control
—O— Radiation

—w— PD 98059

—v— PD 98059-15min-> RT
—a&— RT-1h-> PD 98059

Tumor Size (mm)

7 LJ LJ LJ LJ LJ LJ LJ LJ LJ

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18

Day after Treatment

OO 3.PD980590 OO0 OO OO OO0 OO OO OO

000 0000 8 00O O 0000 0000 000, 000 000
00 OO0 0O 0000 13 00 0O 000 2-30 0000 caliperd
000 0000O0. 0000 000(e), 000000 (Q), PD98059
00O(vY), 000 OO0 1500 PD98059 O OO (D), OO0 OO
100 O PD98059 DOO(MID OO0 OO 00O O0O0O0O0. O
000 0O 8-10000 OO0 0OOOO0OO 0OOOOO 0OOOOO
oooo.
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4. 000 OO0 PDO8059 OO OO0 apoptosis OO

OO0 0000 D00 apoptosis DOOOO0 OO0 OOOO O
0000 PDO80590 OO OO OO OO0 apoptosisd ODOO OO
oood. oog, 25 Gy ood ooo, PDO8059 OO, OO OO 15
OO0 PD98059 00O, OO OO 100 O PD98059 OO dO OOO
oo ood 0o oo o oo ob ooodo oo ooboo gooo
O0000 0O0O0O0O O00O0 4 0 0ODOO OOO terminal deoxy—
nucleotidyl transferase—mediated dUTP-—biotin nick end labeling
(TUNEL)O OO0,

HCa—1O O0O0OO OO apoptosis OO OO0 OOO OOOO,
25 Gy 000 OO0 apoptosis OO0OO 400 0O 1.4% OO PD980
50 00 OO OO0 2400 0O 0.9 %0 ODOOO OOO. 000 OO
OO0O0ooggd PDO8059 0 ODOOOO 400 O 49%0 OOOdOd OO
OO0, 0 00000 1200 OO0 apoptosis OO OO0 5.3%0 OO0
O ddd. 00O OOoOo PD98059 OO OO0 OO ODOO OOO
PD98059 00 OO0 apoptosis UD OO0 ODODOO@OA).
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Apoptosis (%)

0 5 10 15 20 25 30

Time (h) after treatment

OO0 4. 000 OO0 PD98059 OO OO0 apoptosis OO

000 00000 25 GyOO, PD980590 O OO 0.16 O/ 50 OO0
000 00 0O0O000. 00 O 00 00 0000 000 0000
0000 0000 000 40 0000 0000 TUNELDO OOO.
00 0000 OO0 00 000 000 000 0000 000. 4000
00000 000 1000 00 OO0 O apoptosisD O0OOO0O. 00O
OOO(e), PD98059 OOO(Q), OOO OO 1500 PD98059
0o0O(vY), 000 00 100 O PD98059 0OO()DD 0OOO
oooo.
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5. 000 OO0 PDO8059 OO O0O0O apoptosis OO OO0 OO
oo

000 000 PD98059 OO OO0 apoptosis OO 000 OO
0 000 0000 000 000 000,PD98059 000, 00 000
00 p53, p21 WAFYCPL 0 Bel-2 family (Bcl—-2, Bel—-X., Bel—Xs, Bax)
0 000 00000. 000 000 PD98059 OO OOOO OO OO
0 000 D00 1500 PD98059 OO0, OO0 OO 100 0O
PD98059 DD OO0 OOOD OO0 OO 0000 OO0 OO0 OO0
00 Western blottingD D DOOOO.

25 Gy 000 OO O p530 000 100 000 0000 OO
00 240000 00 OO0O00 ODOOO0 000O00O. PD989059 OO0
00 p530 000 00 000 000 OO0OO0.000 00 00000
PD98059 0 000D 0O 000 0000 240000 0000 OO
270, 3200 00 00 000 00O00O0.p530 OO0 OO 100
000 OO0 000 00 240000 0000 00 0OO0O00O0(@as).
p21 WARCPln oQgQg p53 00 OO0 OO0 OOOO OO PD98059
0 D0O000 000 00000 PD98059 0 OOOD 0000 OO
00000 0000 240000 3200 00 00 OO0 0OO0OO0O O
00 0O000(@O6). Bel-XsO 25 Gy 000 OO0 PD98059 00
000000 000 000 000 0000 00 000000 O O0gd
000 4000 0000 00 190 000 0000 O 000000 1
00 00 1.800 000 0OO0O0O(@MO7). 00 0DOOO0OO Bel-2, Bel-
X,BaxOd 000 OO OO0 OO0 OOO.
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e

Fold increase

0 T T T T T T

0 5 10 15 20 25 30

Time (h) after treatment

Oh 1h 4h 12h 24h

Radiation (RT) | o - o— — |
PD989059 (FD) [— - - |
PD—15min—>RT [ — o —— —]
RT—1h—>PD | o e— — —

OO0 5.000 OO0 PD98059 OO0 OO0 p530 OO OO

D00 0DO0D0O0D0 25 GyOO, PD980590 OO O 0.16 O/ 50 00O
000 00 0O0O000. 00 O 00 00 0000 000 0000
Western blottingd 0 p530 00 000 000O00. 00 0000 O
0 00 000 000 000 0000 OO0O0. Densitometryd 000
00 0000 000 0O0O0. 000 000(e), PD98059 O 00 (Q),
000 OO0 1500 PD98059 O OO(Y), OO0 OO 100 O
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DD38'39.

00 000 000 0000 ERKO 00O OO0 OO, EGFRO
000 000 OO0 ERKO OO OO OO0 OO0O0OO. 00, HCa-I1O
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Abstract

Enhancement of tumor response by MEK inhibitor
in C3H/HeJ murine tumors

Sung Hee Kim

Brain Korea 21 Project for Medical Science
The Graduate School
Yonsei University

(Directed by Professor Jinsil Seong)

Extracellular signal—regulated kinase (ERK), one of mitogen—
activated protin kinase cascade, opposes initiation of the apoptotic cell
death program by diverse cytotoxic stimuli. Murine hepatocarcinoma,
HCa-1 is known to be highly radioresistant with a TCD50 (radiation
dose yield in 50% cure) of more than 80 Gy. Various anticancer drugs
have been tested to enhance radioresponse of this tumor but none
was successful. The objective of this study was to explore whether
selective inhibition of MEK could potentiate the antitumor efficacy of
radiation in vivo, particularly in radioresistant tumor C3H/HeJ mice
bearing 8 mm HCa-I, were treated with PD98059 (intratumoral
injection of 0.16 0 in 50 ) and 25 Gy radiation. PD98059 were
administered 15min prior to (Group A), or 1h after (Group B)
radiation. Tumor response to the treatment was determined by a
tumor growth delay assay. In tumor growth delay assay, the drug
increased the effect of tumor radioresponse with an enhancement
factor (EF) of 1.6 (Group A) and 1.87 (Group B). Combined treatment
of 25 Gy radiation with PD98059 significantly increased radiation ind-
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uced apoptosis. Peak apoptotic index was 1.2% in radiation alone,
0.9% in drug alone and 4.9% (Group A), 5.3% (Group B) in the
combination treatment group. The expression of regulating molecules
was analyzed by Western blotting for p53, Bcl-2, Bax, Bcl-Xs, Bcl—
X, and p21 WARYCIPL - Analysis of apoptosis regulating molecules with
Western blotting showed upregulation of p53, p21 “A7“""! and Bcl—Xs
in the combination treatment group (Group A and Group B) comparing
to those in either radiation alone or drug alone group. Other molecules
such as Bcl-X,, Bax and Bcl—-2 remained less changed.

Selective inhibition of MEK in combination with radiation
therapy may have potential benefit in cancer treatment.

Key Words: PD98059, ionizing radiation, apoptosis, hepatocarcinoma
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