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ABSTRACT

A comparative analysis of stroke patients admitted to
hospitals of Western and Oriental Medicine
by literatures review

Jong-Sam Park
Graduate School of
Health Science and
M anagem ent
Yonsei University

(Directed by Professor Il Suh, M.D., PhD)

This study was purposed to compare the information such as
subtypes of stroke, sex and age distribution of the two groups of
stroke patients who had been admitted to hospitals of Western

Medicine(WM) and Oriental Medicine(OM).

We searched 16 Korean literatures(8 from Western Medicine, 8 from
Oriental) published from January 1990 to February 2001 by manual
search. The number of inpatients that had been reported was 5178 in

Western Medical hospitals and 1895 in Oriental Medical hospitals.
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Imformation on  samples including study design, particular
characteristics(gender, age) and subtypes of stroke were abstracted by
reviewers using inclusion criteria.

The results were as follows.

1. The number of inpatients who had ischemic stroke in WM was
3478(67.2%) out of 5178, while that of hemorrhagic stroke was
1694(32.8%). The number of inpatients who had ischemic stroke in
OM was 1540(81.3%) out of 1894, while that of hemorrhagic stroke
was 355(18.7%). Ischemic stroke- to— hemorrhagic stroke ratios were

21 in WM and 43 in OM.

2. There were 10 literatures(6 from Western Medicine, 4 from Oriental)
which reported the sex distribution of stroke patients. The ratio
between men and women in ischemic stroke was 1:.0.71 in WM and
1:0.83 in OM, while the ratio in hemorrhagic stroke was 1:1.01 in
WM and 1:1.12 in OM, which showed no significant difference in the

sex distribution between WM and OM .

3. There were 10 literatures(5 from Western Medicine, 5 from Oriental)
which reported the age distribution of stroke patients. Seven hundred
sixty five out of 1107 ischmic stroke inpatients of OM were over 60,

and 860 out of 1364 in WM were as well. The ischemic stroke in
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age distribution disclosed that the proportion of the age 60s and
older was higher in OM (69.1%) than WM (63.1%). The number of
the inpatients under 49 who had hemorrhagic stroke was 34 out of
263 in OM, and 179 out of 700 in WM. The hemorrhagic stroke in
the age distribution disclosed that the proportion of the age 30 to 49

was higher in WM (25.5%) than OM (13.0%).

This results suggest that the patients with ischemic stroke have a
tendency to visit oriental medical hospitals more than western ones,
which is more likely in the age over 60. And the patients with
hemorrhagic stroke tend to visit western medical hospitals more than

Oriental ones, which is more likely in the age under 49, in Korea.

Key word: stroke, hemorrhagic stroke, ischemic stroke,

oriental medicine, Korea
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