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ABSTRACT

The Analysis of Current Continuing Education Program

for Occupational Health Nurses

Hee Kyeong, Ma
Department of Occupational Health
Graduate School of Health Science and management

Yonsei University

(Directed by Professor Jonguk Won, M.D., Ph.D)

Occupational health management requires continuing education for a
lot of knowledge and information, so that nurses provide occupational
health service effectively. Considering the fact that occupational health
nurses have a significant role in occupational health area, the increased
performance of occupational health nurses is important for improving
quality of care in occupational health services. This study was
performed to describe current continuing education program and do
need assessment of educational program for occupational health nurses
to provide quality of services for industrial workers.

The subjects for the study were 126 occupational health nurses in
company, 131 occupational health nurses in group health service agency.
The instruments used for the study were a structured questionnaire.

Data were analysed with SPSS/Win. Chi square and t-test were used
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for comparing demographic characteristics, job characteristics, current
continuing education program and need assessment of nurses, logistic
regression was to analyze the influencing factors to need of continuing
education program.

The results of this study were as follows:

1. The percentage of attendance at the ’cerebrovascular health care
for industrial workers’” educational program is the highest(50.2%).
Throughout the continuing education programs, the attendance rate of
occupational health nurses in company was significantly higher than
that of occupational health nurses in group health service agency in
"VDT work management and muscular-skeletal disease care’, 'Prevention
exercise for low back pain’, 'Health exam & follow up’, 'The leader
program for health promotion movement’, 'Health care for woman
workers’, 'Emergency care for industrial injury’ and ’‘cerebral vascular
health care for industrial workers’ educational program. The continuing
education program in which the attendance rate of occupational health
nurses in group health service agency was significantly higher than that
of occupational health nurses in company were 'The health promotion
leader’ and 'The industrial emergency care’.

2. The most popular continuing education program duration was
2-days. In 2-day program and half-day program, occupational health
nurses in company significantly attend more than occupational health
nurses in group health service agency. In 3-day program, occupational
health nurses in group health service agency significantly attend more
than occupational health nurses in company.

3. The top five subjects which occupational health nurses ranked for
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continuing education program were ’Occupational disease & Injury
Prevention’, 'Emergency System & Skills’, "Adult Education Techniques’,
‘Occupational Health Nursing Professionalism’, 'Occupational Health
Promotion’. The most wanted subjects by occupational health nurses in
company are 'Occupational Health Promotion’, 'Emergency System &
Skills’, 'Health Assessment & Screening’. That for occupational health
nurses in group health service agency were ’‘Communication &
Counselling Skills” and "Computer Skills’.

4. The most wanted in program operation method was a workshop
in addition to on the job training, and the most wanted duration is
2-days. The selection method of continuing education subject was the
survey of occupational health nurse and referring the results to
professional continuing education program center.

5. The influencing factors to the selection of continuing education
subjects were as follows. In seclecting 'Occupational disease & Injury
Prevention’ program, occupational health nurses in company had longer
career in industry and working period. In selecting "Emergency System
& Skills’ program, occupational health nurses in company had more
full-time status and longer career in industry. In selecting 'Occupational
Health Promotion program’, longer nurses had occupational health
career, more they selected. In selecting ’'Occupational Health Nursing
Professionalism’ program, the older age and shorter career for hospital
nurse wanted more. In selecting ‘General disease Management’ program,
occupational health nurses in company selected more than occupational
health nurses in group health service agency. In selecting

"Environmental Monitoring’ program, the occupational health nurses that
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were irregular employment status and had higher score of job
performance select more. In selecting 'Computer Skills’ program, the
occupational health nurses of regular employment and in group health
service agency selected more. In selecting ‘Related law & judicial
example’ and 'Nursing Research & Statistics’ program, the occupational
health nurse of higher education level selected more.

According to the results of the studies, there was a significant
difference in continuing education selection and need between
occupational health nurses in company with occupational health nurses
in group health service agency. Therefore, the current continuing
education program should be improved by the need and job pattern of

occupational health nurses.

Key Words : The continuing education program, Occupational health

nurses, Job pattern, Educational need
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