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<Abstract>

The Relations of Mothers’ Knowledge of and Attitudes
towards Oral Health with Their Children’ Attitudes
towards Oral Health

Woo, Seung Hyun
Graduate School of
Health Science and Management

Yonsei University

(Directed by Professor II Suh, M. D, Ph. D.)

The objective of this study concentrates on clarifying the question as
to how mothers’ knowledge of and attitudes towards oral health relate
to their children’s attitudes towards to oral health and to demographic
and socioeconomic factors. Conducted for that purpose was a
questionnaire poll on 845 4th, 5th, and 6th graders in Machun
Elementary School in Seoul. And further questionnaire forms were
distributed to mothers via the subject children of Machun Elementary
School. The method of filling the questionnaire depended upon the
respondents’ individual discretionary way, and the number of the
returned questionnaire forms totaled to 658. An X* test was performed

of the mothers’ knowledge of fluorine, peridontal diseases, the number
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of toothbrushing, the number of visits to dental clinics for periodic
examination or for a prevention purpose , presence or absence of the
use of dental floss, age, vocations, educational levels, income levels, and
their children’s attitudes towards oral health such as the number of
toothbrushing, the number of visits to dental clinics for periodical
examination or for a prevention purpose. For that purpose, an x° test
was carried out. Furthermore, a logistic regression analysis was
executed to manifest mothers’ knowledge of oral health, attitudes
towards oral health, and resolve the question as to how demographical
and socioeconomic factors affect children’s attitudes towards their oral
health.

The resultant findings were revealed, as follows:

First, no statistically significant relations were found between
mothers’ knowledge of peridontal diseases with their children’s number
of toothbrushing and the number of visits to dental clinics for a
prevention purpose. Moreover, mothers’ levels of knowledge of fluorine
also did not represented a statistically significant relation with their
children’s number of toothbrushing and the number of visits to dental
clinics for a prevention purpose.

Second, mothers’ number of toothbrushing reflected a statistically
significant relation with their children’s number of toothbrushing and
the number of wvisits to dental clinics for a prevention purpose.
Furthermore, a statistically significant relation was revealed between
mothers’ number of visits to dental clinics for prevention purpose with

their children’s number of toothbrushing, the number of visits to dental
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clinics for prevention purpose. In addition to it, mothers’ presence of
absence of the use of dental floss did not disclose a statistically
significant relation with their children’s number of toothbrushing for a
prevention purpose and the number of visits to dental clinics for a
prevention purpose.

Third, mothers’ demographic and socioeconomic factors did not
present a statistically significant relation with their children’s number of
toothbrushing but a statistically significant relation was identified
between mothers’ demographic and socioeconomic factors such as
educational levels, monthly income levels and their children’s number of
visits to dental clinics for a prevention purpose.

Fourth, as a result of having conducted a logistic regression analysis
of mothers’ knowledge of oral health, attitudes towards oral health, and
demographical and socioeconomic factors and their children’s attitudes
towards oral health, Children of those mothers who visit dental clinics
for a prevention purpose indicated a number of dental clinic visits for a
prevention purpose along with a more number of toohbrushing. Children
of those mothers who use dental floss also represented a more number
of toothbrushing. Concurrently with this, the higher level the mothers

are on, the keener interest their children take in oral health.
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