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ABSTRACT

Studies on the Correlation between the Cigarette
Smoking Behaviors and the Knowledge Level of Oral

Health among Korean Middle School Students

So Hyun Choi
Graduate School of

Public Health Yonsei University

Directed by Professor Sun Ha Jee, Ph.D., MPH

These studies have been conducted to obtain information about the
correlation between the smoking behaviors and the knowledge level of
oral health for korean middle school students. GYTS(Global Youth
Tobacco Survey) 2008 data developing in Yonsei Univ. and WHO(World
Health Organization), and CDC(Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, America) were used to these studies. The survey
respondents in these studies are middle school students living in

Seoul(25 middle schools) and 6 metropolitan cities(25 middle schools),
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and provinces(25 middle schools).

Major findings are summarized below:

First, proportion of students currently using tobacco product was
8.3% (boys:9.7%, girls:6.7%). The smoking students increase in upper
grade.

Second, the correlation between the smoking behaviors and the
knowledge level of oral health was affected the low knowledge level in
smoking students, whereas, the high knowledge level affect the
correlation in non-smoking students.

Third, the result with respect to the correlation between the
smoking behaviors and the knowledge level of oral health is that the
possibilities of smoking in the low knowledge level group is 245 times
higher than in the high knowledge level group, and the possibilities of
smoking in the group which was not taught in classes about the
dangers of smoking is 1.17 times higher.

In conclusion, students’ smoking was affected not only by the
classes about the dangers of smoking in school but also by the close
people’s behaviors. Therefore, the active partnership between school and

family must be a strong strategy for youth’s smoking prevention.
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