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Abstract

Knowledge, Performance, and Awareness of Importance on

Pressure Ulcer Care Among Nurses at a General Hospital

In Seon Jin
Graduate School of Public Health
Yonsei University

Directed by Professor Eui Geum, Oh

Pressure ulcer is a clinical condition characterized by a blood
circulation disturbance due to the sustained pressure on a part of the
body and the resultant damage of the relevant tissues. This symptom is
frequently witnessed in the elderly patients or the chronically ill
patients with their sensations and mobility handicapped.

In order to nurse the pressure ulcer effectively, nurses are obliged
to be well versed in its latest scientific grounds, being aware of
importance of managing the symptom.

The purpose of this study was to survey the nurses at a general

hospital for their nursing knowledge about the pressure ulcer as well
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as the degree of their nursing interventions in the symptom and their
perception of importance of such nursing interventions, and thereupon,
analyze the correlations among such variables and thereby, provide for
some basic data useful to development of the nursing strategies for
improvement of the nursing interventions in the pressure ulcer.

A total 243 nurses was conveniently recruited from March 20
through April 10 2009 at a general hospital in 'G' city of Gyeonggi—do.
The data were analyzed using the SPSS WIN 12.0 program

The results of this study can be summarized as follows;

1. Nurses' overall knowledge about the pressure ulcer scored 29.5
(3.31) on a 39-point scale, which amounted to the rating of
correct answers 75.7%. Breaking down into the sub-areas, the
sub—area which scored highest was 'knowledge about prevention
of the pressure ulcer ' (82.1%), followed by 'knowledge about the
risky factors' (81.0%), 'knowledge about detection' (77.6%) and
'knowledge about treatment' (63.8%) in their order.

2. The degree of nursing intervention in the pressure ulcer scored

2.50 on average; an intermediary point between 'often' (2) and

‘always' (3).
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3. Nurses' perception of importance of nursing intervention in the
pressure ulcer scored 4.42 on average, a middle point between
'important' (4) and 'very important' (5).

4. As a result of analyzing differences of nurses' knowledge about
the pressure ulcer depending on their demographic variables, it
was found that those nurses aged older (F=5.91) with longer
career (F=7.29) and those nurses ever educated (t=3.29) on the
pressure ulcer knew significantly more about the symptom (p<.05).
The degree of nursing interventions did not significantly differ
depending on nurses' demographic variables, while perception of
importance of the nursing interventions differed significantly
depending on the departments. (F=5.69).

5. As a consequence of analyzing the correlations among nursing
knowledge about the pressure ulcer, the degree of nursing
interventions and perception of 1importance of the nursing
interventions, it was found that the higher their perception of
importance of the nursing intervention in the pressure ulcer was,
their nursing knowledge about the pressure ulcer (r=0.15) and the

degree of their nursing intervention (r=0.28) were higher.
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In conclusion, while nurses' knowledge about the pressure ulcer, the
degree of their nursing intervention and their perception of importance
of the nursing intervention were relatively high, their perception of
importance of the latest nursing intervention methods and the degree
of their uses were low. Hence, it is deemed necessary to write an
easy—to—comprehend clinical manual or protocol about nursing
interventions in the pressure ulcer based on some scientific grounds,
while exploring diversified strategic methods to educate nurses on the
pressure ulcer and enhance their perception of importance of the latest

nursing knowledge about the symptom.
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