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ABSTRACT

The States of Medical and Welfare Facilities

for the Elderly and Improvement Plans

Pi, JUNG-Mi

Dept. of Health Administration
The Graduate School of
Health and Environment

Yonsei University

Whereas a fertility rate is declining in Korean society, the aging population
rate is increasing rapidly. The more medicine is developed and the longer the
average life span becomes, the more naturally this phenomenon is happening.
However, it causes many social problems, such as poverty, disease, solitude
and so forth to the elderly. So it is high time we established the new welfare
system for the elderly against an aged society.

The purpose of this study is to analyze the actual conditions of medical and
welfare facilities for the elderly and to prepare the material for providing the
better benefits to the elderly in welfare and medical service. For this study,
the questionnaire survey was conducted to 77 medical and welfare facilities in
Seoul, Gyeonggi, Gangwon and Chungnam among 11,860 across the country
which were listed on the material of medical and welfare facilities by Ministry
for Health, Welfare and Family Affairs in 2007.

The results of the study show differently depending on type, scale and
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establishment year of medical and welfare facilities. In general, convenient
facilities which has the compulsory founding standards by law shows
satisfactory results relatively in transmission facilities, internal facilities,
sanitary facilities and the others, but the recommendation has not been kept
well. First, in the type of facilities, there was no remarkable difference in
facilities which must be prepared basically, regardless of an actual expense, no
charge and a charge, but there were slight differences in other convenient
facilities. Second, in the scale of medical and welfare facilities, there were
meaningful differences depending on under 30 people, more than 30, under 60
and more than 60 as the number of persons to be accommodated. Lastly, in
the establishment year of facilities, there were significant differences depending
on before 2005 and after 2005.

On the basis of the results which have been got after the analysis, we can
consider the improvement plans for medical and welfare facilities as follows.
First, we should take the general way to design which can be affordable to
everyone, unlikely the approach way to design which divides users into three
with the aged, the disabled and the non-disabled. Second, the people who are
related to medical and welfare facilities should be educated continuously to be
aware of the regulations of convenient facilities for the elderly and observe the
law, when they are on construction or reconstruction. Third, overall evaluations
should be reflected on the assessment of quality and the enforcement of
certification system afterwards. Forth, direction boards and audio devices
should be installed to provide against emergencies. Fifth, the managers of
facilities need to recognize how important it is to expand and improve facilities
for the elderly and the budget of the business should be made preferentially in
the order of facility which manager has strong determination for a better
change. Lastly, the standard of friendly facilities for the elderly including

social, physical and psychological characteristics of the elderly should be
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reorganized and the government must fulfil the regular investigation of the
state politically. Moreover, the support of operating expenses and the
scrupulous attention to the elderly are important to make the elderly who live
in medical and welfare facilities stay in comfortable and convenient

environment.

Key words : Medical and welfare facilities, Elderly,
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