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sl 631 vk 1965 (77.09) 2283 (83.90)
S =% 332 (13.02) 359 (13.19)
s 2217 (86.98) 2362  (86.81)
= 7 AW 5(163) 219  (8.59) 214 (7.86)
%%"%Eg](gﬁf 158 (6.20) 144 (5.29)
=9 g 1 9HI10) 188  (7.38) 184  (6.76)
FE@EZMI1T7) 127 (4.98) 107 (3.93)
+4(G40) 77 (3.02) 77 (2.83)
71 e 1,780 (69.83) 1995  (73.32)
= 7 A 5(163) 219  (8.59) 214 (7.86)
Rt AREAAC 158 (6.20) 144 (5.29)
Cpnl =31 FEREFMIT7) 127 (4.98) 107 (3.93)
W) 7g(H25) 14 (0.55) 14 (0.51)
%9 (K29) 41 (1.61) 57 (2.09)
71 e 1990 (78.07) 2185  (80.30)
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4 A, (%)
W -8 AR YA AN YT P-value
4 o 5,091( 49.9) 4,329( 47.3) 0.0003
o] 5,101( 50.1) 4,814( 52.7)
1% 501 gk 2,340( 23.0) 2,395( 26.2) <.0001
50-64 2,807( 27.5) 2,513( 27.5)
65-74 3,213( 31.5) 2,578( 28.2)
75017 1,832( 18.0) 1,657( 18.1)
ZA 2 =7 944( 9.3) 1,071( 11.7) <.0001
Az 9,248( 90.7) 8,072( 88.3)
A& RIEIE 4,583( 45.0) 4,248( 46.5) 0.2949
Q] T A 3,199( 31.4) 2,814( 30.8)
7] EF s 1,213( 23.6) 1,102( 22.7)
A 10,192(100.0) 9,143(100.0)
WA - e, ES N HEV WS, AW S AN SF WA R, A F S
EEE R AVE AR
R B N R O R R e R L R i L
7V} 3] 3, 0] ¥l Q1 57}, ok 3}, & F o] 83, 74 o 8, 3 R34l 34, AR o] )
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el A, (%)

e ' P ELEE AAADE  P-value
F3E A% 8,955( 87.9) 7,997( 87.5)
% 1.237( 12.1) 1,146( 12.5) 04015
A 10,192(100.0) 9,143(100.0)
s ] 7 A 2 (163) 786( 31.7) 728( 31.2)
R asEyey 652( 26.3) 561( 24.0)
e 2E 10 381( 15.4) 496( 21.3) <.0001
H2RAZMIT) 397( 16.0) 321( 13.7)
7H4(G40) 264( 10.6) 228( 9.8)
A 2,480(100.0) 2,334(100.0)
TPl A 373 A Z(163) 786( 36.0) 728( 38.5)
dedflisEes= 652( 29.9) 561( 29.7)
wEgAZE (M17) 397( 18.2) 321( 17.0) 0.000z
) 2 (H25) 204( 9.4) 116( 6.1)
214 (K29) 142( 6.5) 165( 8.7)
A 2,181(100.0) 1,891(100.0)
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el o
M vl-§ AN P A A A Y5 P-value
d w 42,700 58,500 <.0001
o 31,700 34,500 0.0393
A=A 50m gt 54,100 70,200 0.0072
50-64 38,000 49,100 0.0032
65-74 28,900 31,200 0.0533
7507 28,900 28,700 0.8934
Z- A B 48,700 54,400 0.0475
A7 36,000 44,700 <.0001
5.7} ol A 29,300 31,700 0.0537
9] 77 30,700 34,200 0.0137
71 EFHA 60,700 90,600 <.0001
gt 37,200 45,900 <.0001
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N
o

e
A A A 3% P-value
28,600 32,300 <.0001
99,400 140,900 0.0025
24,500 25,500 0.6486
23,400 23,200 0.9040
24,700 23,200 0.6319
22,900 27,300 0.0300
43,100 49,800 0.1921
37,200 45,900 <.0001
24,500 25,500 0.6486
23,400 23,200 0.9040
22,900 27,300 0.0300
24,800 24,300 0.8693
26,900 27,300 0.9003
29,400 35,600 <.0001
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gate] W ol WwEda Hs)

L s I )
RS AR YA AN YT P-value
s 4,328( 84.3) 2,727( 80.3)
<.0001
== 806( 15.7) 670( 19.7)
) A 1,674( 32.6) 1,395( 41.1)
2] 7 A 2,064( 40.2) 1,036( 30.5) <.0001
71 e} A 1,396( 27.2) 966( 28.4)
k3 3,068( 59.8) 1,984( 58.4)
0.2129
o] 2,066( 40.2) 1,413( 41.6)
e 50w vk 1,023( 19.9) 754( 22.2)
50-64 1,654( 32.2) 1,128( 33.2)
65-74 1,530( 29.8) 927( 27.3) 0.0129
750] % 927( 18.1) 588( 17.3)
A 5,134(100.0) 3,397(100.0)
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G HY
H W& A A YA AN YT P-value
FEFE AE 24,200 28,800
<.0001
% 57,800 60,400
I WA 29,800 35,000
)74 24,900 28,000 0.0133
7] e} A 35,800 42,500
% k23 30,000 37,100
0.0079
o 28,700 32,000
A=A 50m] 7t 32,800 48,000
50-64 29,700 36,100
0.0219
65-74 27,400 25,700
75014 28,600 30,800
A 29,500 35,000 <.0001
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=ABSTRACT=

A Study on Changes of the Medical Services Utilization

among Patients of Korea Medical Aid Program

Kyung Ja Park
Graduate school of Public Health

Yonsei University

(Directed by Professor Seung Hum Yu, M.D., Dr.P.H.)

The purpose of this study was to analyze how the medical insurance policy
for 1st-class patients’ sharing of the medical cost would affect their uses of
medical services as well as the medical costs. For this purpose, the researcher
compared the effects of the policy between a 3-month period (January ~
March, 2007) before implementation of the policy and another 3-month period
(January ~ March, 2008) after implementation of the policy, while referring to
the medical cost record of a national general hospital in Seoul. The special
medical insurance patients tend to be rehospitalized longer than the ordinary
medical insurance patients, while being more likely to be rejected for
hospitalization or rehospitalization, and the ratio of the patients not required

of the medical services themselves is higher. Hence, in order to prevent the
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Ist-class medical insurance patients for wusing the medical services
unnecessarily and thereby, prevent leakages of the medical insurance fund,
the government changed the policy to the effect that the 1st-class patients
who had used free-of-charge medical services would share some of the
medical costs beyond a certain amount of insurance payment (healthy life
maintenance cost).

As a result of the analysis, it was found that for the 3 months before and
after implementation of the new policy, the number of the 1st-class patients
visiting the hospital as outpatients decreased 10.3%, that the number of visits
per capita decreased 25.0% and that the number of the Ist-class patients
increased 6.7%.

In terms of outpatients’ medical costs compared before and after the
policy, it had been anticipated that the medical costs would decrease in
accordance with decrease of the patients, but the total medical costs for them
increased 10.7% even after correction of 1.5% for raised medical costs. The
total medical cost shared by the patients after the policy amounted to 15,429
thousand won, conducing to increase of the total medical costs. The
outpatients” medical cost per capita increased significantly from 37,200 won
before the policy to 45900 won after the policy.

As a result of analyzing the patients suffering from frequent diseases, it
was found that the total number of their visits decreased 33.8% after the
policy, and when the same patients suffering from frequent diseases were
surveyed before and after the policy, it was found that the total number of

visits decreased 80.4%. The number of the total patients decreased 41.5%
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after the policy and when the same patients suffering from frequent
diseases were surveyed, the number decreased 71.4% after the policy.

All in all, after the policy for the 1st-class patients’ sharing of the medical
costs, the number of the 1st-class outpatients’ visits decreased, while their
number and total medical costs increased. However, since the total medical
costs included those shared by the patients, it is conceived necessary to
research into the financial burdens of the patients sharing the medical costs
beyond their healthy life maintenance payment. In addition, although the
primary goal of the policy seems to have been achieved in terms of the
significant decreases of frequent disease patients’ total visits and total
medical costs, it is deemed too early to judge about the health conditions
or reasonable use of medical services of the patients who had reduced uses
of the medical services, and therefore, a further research is deemed required
to focus on them. In addition, in order to help establish the policy for the
Ist-class patients’ sharing of the medical costs, it is deemed necessary to
research into it more specifically by using the wider sample of hospitals
including various types of hospitals or varying data, subjects or methods of
analysis. Lastly, it is hoped that this study will provide for some reference
data conducive to improvement and complementation of the medical

insurance policy for patients’ sharing of medical costs.

keyword: patients' sharing of the medical cost, outpatients' medical

costs, the frequent patients
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