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2005 43.1 1,546 35.9
29 9l

2006 43.4 1,509 34.8

2005 298.2 7,593 25.5
o=

2006 301.0 8,024 26.7

2005 58.1 1,118 19.2

ol &z}

2006 58.1 1,142 19.7

2005 82.7 1,185 14.3
=4

2006 82.7 1,227 14.8

2005 59.7 752 12.6
Oﬂi—

2006 59.8 779 13.0

2005 47.8 91 1.9
=

2006 48.0 141 2.9
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= ABSTRACT =

The Knowledge and Attitude of Medical Students

towards the Organ Donation

JIN AH LEE
Graduate School of

Public Health Yonsei University

(Advised by Professor Soh Yoon Kim M.D, Ph.D)

This research was intended to study on the knowledge and attitude of
the medical students towards the organ donation in brain death, who will
be in charge of organ donation and transplantation as health specialists in
the future. It was descriptive survey research to provide the basic
information for the development of strategy to activate organ donation in
brain death. In the study, the data had been collected from 723 medical
students who have finished clinical practice courses in 41 medical schools
in Korea. The method of the study was the questionnaires consisting of

43 questions including 11 questions of general features, 16 questions of
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the knowledge about organ donation in brain death and 16 questions of
the attitude to the organ donation. The data was collected from the 4th
of October in 2007 to the 7th of November in 2007. The collected data
was analyzed for the frequency, percentage, t—test and ANOVA(F—test) by
SAS program, for relating factor by multiple regression analysis and for

correlation by Pearson Correlation.

The results were as follows

1) The score of the knowledge of medical students about organ donation
in brain death was on the average 8.11%£2.4 of 16, that is, 58%. The
item that over 80% of respondents chose the right answer was the
only one question, that is, “The government(KONOS; Korean Network
for Organ Sharing) should manage organ donation and all the
information of recipients for transplantation(81%)’, and the items
below 20% were that ‘Recipients should pay all the money for donor's
funeral service(19%)" and ‘The doctor diagnosed potential brain
death should report to Korean Network for Organ Sharing(11%)’.
When the researcher classified the subjects' knowledge about organ
donation in brain death, the results showed 1.5£0.79 of 3 in medical
knowledge, 5.£1.79 of 9 in legal knowledge and 1.7+£0.89 of 4 in

decision processing of brain death.
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2) In the analysis of attitude of medical students to the organ donation in
brain death, the average score was 3.40%£0.49 of 5, which seemed they
were relatively optimistic. Over 80% of respondents answered positively
in two questions, those are, ‘If I donated organs, I would do good to
other people(91%)’ and ‘I agree the organ donation in brain death
and transplantation are desirable medical treatments(86%)’, In
contrary, it showed that over 50% had a pessimistic attitude to two
questions, which are, ‘There might be a mistake to make a
determination of person's death by human beings(73%) and °‘If
family were requested organ donation, they would express their

hostility to the medical staff(53%)’

3) There were significant differences in the knowledge and attitude to
the organ donation in brain death in gender and the location of
university hospital. Another difference was caused by the ways to gain
the information of it, and whether one accepts to organ donation or
have the donor card or not. In the case of attitude, there were
notable differences according to the ways to obtain information of the

organ donation and whether one accepts organ donation.

4) In the analysis of the knowledge of general features, the important

factors were confirmed statistically by the location of university
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hospital and the way to get the information for organ donation. And in
the attitude, the medical knowledge and the progress of brain death

were more meaningful among other factors statistically.

5) The correlation between the knowledge and attitude of respondents
about organ donation in brain death was not valuable
statistically(r=0.055, p=0.142), on the other hand, in the medical
knowledge(r=0.135, p=0.001) and the knowledge about progress of brain

death(r=—0.075, p=0.043), were valuable statistically.

In conclusion, this research showed that the knowledge of medical
students about organ donation in brain death was pretty low. That is why
education and public relations were needed for improving their
knowledge. For the strategy, they should be added to the medical college
curriculum and clinical practice program about organ donation. In addition,
medical students would recognize the importance, progress and the role
of organ donation in brain death through this program. Eventually, they
would have positive attitude about the organ donation and contribute to

expand it.
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