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Abstract

The effect of group conformity response to the semantic
processing in patients with schizophrenia

Il Ho Park

Department of Medicine
The Graduate School, Yonser University

(Directed by Professor Hong Shick Lee )

This study examined the effect of group on semantic processing
in schizophrenia through conformity response. Twenty three
medical school students from four clinical training groups and
19 schizophrenic patients from two day-hospital programs and one
mental health center performed a semantic judgment task of the
dominant meaning of a series of homograph words after exposure
to opinions of the subject’ s group members, strangers and
simple information which may or may not agree with the subject.
The conformity response rate and the conformity response time
were measured. The control subjects did not show significant
difference in the effect of the group compared to strangers on
the conformity tendency, however they performed faster in
conformity response regardless of opinions. Patients with
schizophrenia showed significant difference in the effect of
group on the conformity tendency when compared to the effect of
strangers. Response time of conformity response regardless of
opinions showed no significant difference between group and
stranger or information in the patient group. This finding
suggests that patients with schizophrenia may prefer their group
in semantic judgment, while 1inefficient conformity response
point to the dysfunction of efficient strategic problem solving
skills using the group.

Key Words : schizophrenia, social conformity, group, semantic

processing, semantic judgment, homograph
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