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= ABSTRACT =

Work-related symptoms and recognition
of Industrial Accident Compensation Insurance

among Dental Hygienists

Jang Hyun Jung

Department of Occupational Health
Graduate School of Public Health

Yonsei University

(Directed by Professor Cha Bong Suk, M.D., Ph.D.)

To investigate the occupational subjective symptoms, recognition and
experience of industrial compensation insurance among dental hygienists
while providing their dental services, we used the questionnaires which
are applicable to each case and analyzed the factors and the
characteristics. The subjects for this research comprise 254 (7% of the
population) dental hygienists who work in dental clinics in Seoul,
Incheon and Gyeonggi-do as a member of Korea Dental Hygienist
Association. The research was conducted from October 10, 2005 to

October 30, 2005.
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We analyzed the occupational subjective symptoms in two different
ways, one is the symptom from dental materials and environments, and

the other is musculoskeletal disorder.

For the symptoms from dental materials, 54.3% of the sample survey
group experienced skin disorder and 53% of hygienist who experienced
skin disorder pointed Eugenol as a cause. For the symptoms from
environment, 46.5% of the sample survey group experienced respiratory
symptom, 46.9% did respiratory symptoms, and 35.4% did auditory
difficulties.

For the musculoskeletal disorder, 'Criteria 1” was 63.4%, and ’Criteria
2" was 58.3% of survey group, according to the standardization of U.S.
National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health(NIOSH) standard.
In other words, almost 60% of group complained severe symptoms
lasted more than one week or occurred at least once a month within
the past year.

The results of the level of understanding of Industrial Accident
Compensation Insurance (hereinafter called "IACI") explained 19.3% of
survey group either knew their place of work is not insured "IACI" or
did not know whether or not while "IACI" is mandatory by law. It
reveals the level of understanding among dental hygienist. Moreover,
only 9.8% of who replied their workplace was insured recognized the

methods of “IACI" transaction. Besides, no one knew the exact way of
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transaction. This means the dental hygienists run short of "[ACI" level
of understanding.

As for the preceding results, the dental hygienists are classified to
the occupation group that is exposed to various kinds of disorder and
symptoms easily. However, most of dental hygienist do not recognize
correctly and show little interest in "IACI" due to the lack of substantial
education.

From now on, it is necessary that definite prevention and
management through the research related to "IJACI" accomplished
actively by dental hygienist. In addition, it is needed that "IACI" and
preventive activities be reflected in educational course for dental

hygienist.

Key words : Dental hygienist, Occupational subjective symptom,

Industrial accident compensation insurance
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