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Abstract

The study on the outpatient medical service

utilization and associated factors

Jungeun Cho

Dept. of International Health
The Graduate School of
Health Science & Management

Yonseil University

(Directed by Professor Woojin Chung, Ph. D.)

As lower socioeconomic groups have a higher burden of disease and
therefore need more health services, equity and efficiency are very
important health service issues. The purpose of this study was to
identify the factors that lead people to visit a physician in South
Korea and assess a interaction of different factor such as

demographic, socioeconomic aspects and health services availability.



This study was cross—sectional population based study. And it was
based on data from Nation Health and Nutrition Survey 2001 which
was carried out from Nor. through Dec. 2001. It included 4,946 people
who completed interview. Statistical analysis were performed using
logistic regression and multiple linear regression analysis. The major
findings of this study were as follows;

The result of the study about the factors to determine the physician
visit by logistic regression analysis showed that gender, age, education
level and residential area were significant. Male's physician visit
probability was higher than females'. The older and the higher
education level determined a reduction in the probability of visiting a
physician. The probability of people who live in ural area was higher
than the others.

As the result of multiple linear regression analysis, age and the
type of Insurance were significantly associated with the physician
visits. However, gender, the level of education, marital status, monthly
per capita income, alcohol, smoking and residential area didn't
influence physician visit. The findings of this study are consistent with
the view that demographic, socioeconomic differences in medical
service utilization and its consequences can only partly be controlled
by change in health insurance policy.

Longitudinal studies, a more detailed investigation of the role of

health related factors and more studies including elderly subjects are,



however, recommended to further elucidate the association between

socioeconomic factor and medical service utilization.

key words: medical service utilization, physician visits, demographic

socioeconomic factor
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