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ABSTRACT

Designs and Methods for the Development of Korean Medication
Algorithm for Schizophrenic Patients

Yong Min Ahn, MD,' Dae-Yeob Kang, MD,> Seung-Hyun Kim, MD,’
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As a solution about many problems of pharmacotherapy for Korean patients with major psychiatric disorders,
Korean Medication Algorithm Project for Major Psychiatric Disorders (KMAP) was launched. Recently, a
medication algorithm for schizophrenic patients was developed and distributed. This review article showed the
designs, processes and methods for developing this algorithm. Also we compared the development of Korean
algorithm for schizophrenics with other foreign representative algorithms or clinical practice guidelines. We hope
that this review elicit the productive criticism about the rigour, the system of development and the objectivity of
content. The limitations and problems of Korean algorithm are also discussed in this review. (Korean J Psychopharmacol
2003;14(2):108-118)

KEY WORDS : Schizophrenia - Pharmacotherapy - Algorithm - Korean Medication Algorithm Project for Major
Psychiatric Disorders.
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Table 1. Comparisons of Schizophrenia Medication Guidelines (modified from Milner & Valenstein, 2002 and Buckely

et al. 1999)
S American IniEetieiae] Patient outcome Tevxos.
consensus L psycho- medication
videline PReiieine harmacolo LR algorithm
guice association Y team (PORT) g0
Series algorithm project project
Publication of last edition 1999 1997 1998 1998 1998
. Evidence based . Evidence based
Formal Evidence Evidence
Methods of development (+ formal (+ formal
consensus based based
consensus) consensus)
Format Table L|Tergture Algorithm Numbered . Algorithm
review recommendation
Concise & easily operationalized No No Yes Yes Yes
Nonmg@cohon intervention Yes Yes No Yes No
specified
1st-line medication specified Yes Yes Yes No Yes
" . . . All newer . Ris, Olz, Zot, . Ris, Olz,
1st-line atypical antipsychofics atypicals Ris Zip, Ser, Quet Ris Quet
1st-line typical antipsychotics No All No! All No
Number of steps before clozapine 2 1-2 2-3 2 3-4
Number of steps after clozapine Not 0 0 1 2
consensus
Duration of treatment specified Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Doses specified Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Response criteria specified No No No No Yes

*All=All typical antipsychotics

*Ris=risperidone, Olz=olanzapine, Zot=zotepine, Zip=ziprasidone, Ser=sertindole, Quet=quetiapine
INo typical antipsychotics except haloperidol injection (IM, IV) for severe psychotic symptoms
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Figure 1. The stages of the development KMAP algo-
rithm for schizophrenia.
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