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=Abstract=

A Case of Localized Cold Urticaria

Hye-Jin Chung, M.D., Min-Geol Lee, M.D.

Department of Dermatology, Yonsei University College of Medicine, Seoul, Korea

Cold urticaria is a group of distinct clinical entities with different clinical manifestations that share
the common feature of an urticarial response to cold exposure. In the localized cold urticaria, it is
confined to portions of the body that have contact with the cold. In this article, we report an unu-
sual patient with cold urticaria in which cold exposure causes hives in localized region of the face
and the ice-cube test was positive only in that area. (Korean J Dermatol 2003;41(11) : 1571~1573)
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Fig. 1. When an ice-cube test was applied to the right
infraorbital area, a typical wheal and flare was observed in
5 minutes.
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Table 1. Reported cases of localized cold urticaria in English literature

year  author site cause treatment and response

1966 Solomon LM et al' deltoid regions, the injection site ragweed injection no treatment

1990 Kurtz AS et al® face idiopathic cyproheptadine - R

1991 Maddox DFE’ head and neck idiopathic antihistamine - NR, cromolyn - R
1992 Baxter DL et al® perifollicular in legs idiopathic hydroxizine & terfendine - NR
1995 Mathelier-Fusade P et al’ face idiopathic cetirizine - R

1998 Garcia F et al" arm pollen injection cetirizine - R

2003 present case right infraorbital area idiopathic loratadine, oxatomide, ebastine - NR

R: response NR: no response
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