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{Table 1) General Characteristics of Subjects

(N=272)

Characteristics Category N %

22~29 91 336

Age 30~39 134 494

40 and over 43 159

Staff Nurse 160 590

Position Charge Nurse 53 196

Head Nurse 5% 203

Associate Degree 100 369

Feducati Bacheler's degree 112 413

io

ueaton Master’s Degree or higher 40 148

Others 18 66

. Single 119 439
Marital Status

Married 150 554
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{Table 2) Education-Environmental Characteristics of Subiects (N=272)
Characteristics Category N %
Y 207 764
OQI Commitee “
No 59 21.8
Head Nurse 134 494
Nurse Supervisor b 129

Means of Acquiring Knowledge Re:

. Peer Nurse Group 9 3.3
Health Care E t
calth Lt Bvionmen Official Document/Meeting 7 288
Others 14 52
Fducation Exper Re: T o/Nursing Cost Yes 126 465
ucation Experience Re: Finance/Nursing Cos No 1l 520
Intention to Attend Educational Program Re: Yes 193 71.2
Nursing Economics No 74 213
(Table 3> Means and Standard deviations of Economic Knowledge and Economic Attitude (N=272)
Variable Mean SD Possible Range
Economic Knowledge 58.30 11.89 0~100
Attitude toward Nursing Efficiency 4487 353 1~50
Attitude toward Cost-Effectiveness Practice 3695 5.01 1~50
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{Table 4) Differences in Economic Knowledge, and Attitude toward Nurisng Efficiency, and

Cost-effectiveness by General Characteristics

(N=272)

Economic

Attitude toward .
Attitude toward Cost-

Knowled Nursing Effecti in Nursi

; owledge ectiveness 1 SI

Variable Category g Efficiency eSS 1 NUrsing

Fo T D Fo T D Fo T D

A
B

Hospital C 5.8% .000 2579 038 2232 .066
D
E
22~29

Age 30~39 10.187 .000 9.542 .000 8.804 .000
40 and over
Staff nurse

Position Charge nurse 20.266 .000 6.495 002 11.494 .000
Head nurse
Diploma

Education BSN 13.850 .000 4227 006 4768 .003
MSN and over

. Married
Marital Status 1.059 291 2.397 017 1.631 104

Single




108

{Table 4) Differences in Economic Knowledge, and Attitude toward Nurisng Efficiency, and

Cost-effectiveness by General Characteristics(A14)

(N=272)

Economic Attitude toward Attitude toward Cost-
Variable Category Knowledge Nursing Efficiency — Effectiveness in Nursing
Fo T D Fo T D Fo T D
General Units
Place of Employment Outpatient Clinic 218 NGTS 1.540 216 4630 011
Special Units
. Yes
CQI Commitee No 1451 148 -.363 17 2,664 .008
Fducation Experience Re: Yes 3468 001 1265 207 2612 010
Finance/Nursing Cost No
Intention to Attend Educational — Yes 076 006 4456 000 4177 000

Program Re! Nursing Economics  No
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{Table 5) Pearson Correlation Coefficients

among Study Variables (N=272)

. Economic Attitude toward
Variables . ..
Knowledge Nursing Efficiency
Attitude toward 192(p=.002)
Nursing Efficiency
Attitude toward .133(p=.029) A70(p=.000)

Cost-Effectiveness
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(Table 6> Multiple Rearession Model Summary (N=272)
Model R R square Adjusted R2 Std. Error of the Estimate Sig
1° 511 261 243 425 000
a. predictors: (constant), economic awareness, place of employment, job status, presence of CQI team.
(Table 7) Standardized and Unstandardized Regression Coefficients
Unstandardized Coefficients Standardized Coefficients
Model t Sig.
B Std. Error Beta
(Constant) 10.569 3517 3.005 003
Economic Awareness 591 079 427 7.498 .000
Place of Employment =221 111 -114 -2.044 042
Job Status 833 .364 145 2492 013
Presence of CQI Team -1.436 674 -121 -2.130 034
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Economic Awareness, Economic Knowledge, and
Attitude toward Cost-Effectiveness in Nursing of
Hospital Nurses

Lee, Tue Wha™*
Purpose : This study was designed to describe the

economic awareness, economic knowledge, and attitude

toward cost-effectiveness in nursing of hospital nurses.

Method : The sample included 272 nurses conveniently
selected from 5 tertiary care hospitals. Data were collected
on general characteristics of nurses, the economic awareness
level, the knowledge level of economics, and the attitude
toward cost-effectiveness. Data were analyzed using SPSS
PC version 10.0.

*Yonsei University, College of Nursing; Nursing Policy

Research Institute

Result : 1) The mean of economic awareness level of
hospital nurses was 44.87 (SD=353) with a possible range
of 5~50. The mean of the knowledge level of economics
was 583 (SD=11.9) with a possible range of 0~100. 2) The
mean of attitude toward cost-effectiveness in nursing was
3995 (SD=5.01) with a possible range of 5~50, which
means moderately positive. 3) Analyzing the relationships
between economic awareness level and knowledge level of
economics, and attitude toward cost-effectiveness, the
knowledge level of economics was positively related with
the economic awareness level (=192, p=.002) and the
attitude (r=.133, p=.029). The economic awareness level was
positively related with the attitude (=470, p=000). 4)
Backward multiple regression revealed that the linear
combination of economic awareness, job position, place of
employment, and the presence of CQI committee accounted
for 261% of the variance in the attitudes toward
cost-effectiveness nursing care.

Conclusion Findings reveal that RNs lack basic
knowledge of economics and its link to nursing practice, yet,
they want a voice in economic decision making. In an effort
to fill the void of economic knowledge and respond to
nurses’ call for greater input, in-service programs and

curricula for generic programs must be developed.





