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( Abstract )

Extrahepatic Metastasis of Hepatocellular Carcinoma to the Nasal Cavity Manifested
as Massive Epistaxis: A Case Report

Sung Jae Yoo, M.D., Jae Hee Cheon, M.D., Sang Won Lee, M.D., Yoo Seok Jung, M.D.T,
Sang Hyun Lee, M.D., Joong-Won Park, M.D.*, Eun Kyoung Hong, M.D.” and Chang-Min Kim, M.D.*

Center for Liver Cancer, Hepatobilliary-pancreatic Cancer Branch®,
Center for Specific Organs Cancer ', National Cancer Center, Goyang, Korea

Extrahepatic m etastasis of hepatocellular carcinom a (HCC) is not nfrequently found during the later stage,
regarding that the autopsy report described its prevalence to be up to 50% . T he m ost frequent sites are know n
to be the abdom nal lym ph nodes, ling and bone. How ever, m etastasis to the nasal cavity and paranasal
sinuses has been seldom reported, and to out know ledge, there is no Korean report descrbmng extrahepatic
m etastasis of HCC to these sites. Recently we experienced a case of extrahepatic m etastasis of HCC to the
nasal cavity m a 50 year-old m an w ith m assive epistaxis refractory to conservative treatm ent. He w as found
to have a mass of soft tissue attenuation occupying the right nasal cavity at CT , w hich w as biopsy—proven
as m etastatic HCC . Epistaxis w as successfully treated by transcatheter arterial em bolization. (K orean J
H epatol 2004;10:228-232)
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Figure 1. Transverse CT scan of the liver shows a
massive tumor with necrosis involving the whole right
lobe and medial segment of the left lobe.

Figure 2. Photomicrograph of a hiopsy specimen obtained
from the hepatic tumor shows proliferation of atypical
tumor cells with hyperchromatic nuclei in a sinusoidal
arrangement (hematoxylin—eosin stain, x100).
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Figure 3. Transverse (A) and coronal (B) CT scans of the paranasal sinus show a large mass with soft tissue attenuation

occupying the right nasal cavity (arrows). Note the osteolytic areas of bony structure destructed by tumors spreading into
the ethmoid, sphenoid and maxillary sinuses as well as the orbit.

Figure 4. Right external carotid arteriogram before (A) and after (B) transcatheter arterial embolization show a
hypervascular tumor (arrow) in the right nasal cavity on the figure A, which is not found on the figure B.
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