Korean Journal of Pediatrics Vol.

47, No. 9, 2004

Lleiazzt[]

R

3
5)

& z0}3)

EREER

3}
<1

1Al o

30

0]

Acquired Thyroid Disorders in Childhood

Ho-Seong Kim, M.D.

Department of Pediatrics, College of Medicine, Yonsei University, Seoul, Korea

Thyroid hormones influence growth and development, oxygen consumption, heat production, nerve

function, and metabolism, thus play a critical role as a regulator of nervous system myelination, of

growth and of puberty. Disorders affecting thyroid function may cause irreversible and permanent

nervous system damage and developmental delay, especially in early infancy. Appropriate medical

care of children with thyroid disorders requires refined knowledge of the thyroid system and an ap-
preciation of distinct characteristics of thyroid disorders in childhood. Therefore, this article will fo-

cus on important aspects of acquired thyroid disorders with hypothyroidism, with hyperthyroidism or

with normal thyroid function in childhood and adolescence. (Korean J Pediatr 2004;47:926-932)
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Chronic autoimmune thyroiditis

Table 1. Causes of Acquired Hypothyroidism in Childhood

Primary hypothyroisdism
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Table 2. Thyroid Neoplasias in Childhood
Tumors of the follicular epithelium
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Table 3. Clinical Features Suggesting Malignancy in Chil-
dren Presenting with a Thyroid Nodule

History of neck radiation

Family history of medullary carcinoma

Rapid growth of nodule

Firm nodule

Fixation to adjacent structures

Vocal cord paralysis

Enlarged regional lymph nodes

Evidence of distant metastases
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