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=ABSTRACT=
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Objective : To examine the changes of maternal mortality ratio and the causes of death in Korea during
1995-2000.

Methods : Maternal mortality data were collected through two stages: collection of registration data and
maternal mortality survey at medical institutions. The cause of death was judged by agreement of three
obstetrician.

Results : Maternal mortality ratio decreased from 20 (per 100,000 live births) in 1995 to 18 in 1999
and 15 in 2000. The mortality ratio was higher for women 35 years and older. Postpartum hemorrhage,
hypertensive disorders of pregnancy, and obstetric embolism are three main causes of maternal death which
comprised about half of all maternal death.

Conclusion : Maternal mortality ratio decreased during 1995-2000. All causes of maternal death
decreased since 1995. However obstetric embolism appeared to be relatively more important cause of death in
1999-2000.

Key Words : Maternal mortality ratio, Cause of death, Direct obstetric death, Indirect obstetric death, Korea
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Table 1. Maternal mortality ratio during 1995-2000 (per 100,000
live births)

Year 1995 1996 1999 2000

Nuber of maternal death 146 142 109 97
Number of live birth 721,535 699,243 616,322 636,780
Maternal mortality ratio 20 20 18 15
Direct obstetric mortality ratio 16 16 15 13

Indirect obstetric mortality ratio 4 4 3 2
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Flg. 1. Age specific maternal mortality ratio (per 100,000live
births).
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Fig. 2. Cause specific mortality ratio(per (100,000 live births).
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Table 2. Causes of maternal mortality
1995-1996 1999-2000 Total
Causes
No. % No. % No. %
Pregnancy with abortive outcome 18 6.2 16 7.8 34 6.9
Ectopic pregnancy 7 24 6 29 13 2.6
Abortion 11 3.8 10 4.9 21 43
Hypertensive disorders in pregnancy 47 163 26 12.6 73 14.8
Gestational hypertension 34 11.8 15 73 49 9.9
Eclampsia 13 45 11 53 24 49
Other maternal disorders predominantly 7 24 3 1.5 10 2.0
related to pregnancy
Maternal care related to the fetus and 14 49 12 5.8 26 52
amniotic cavity and possible delivery
problems
Maternal care for known or suspected 2 0.7 0 0 2 04
disproportion
Placenta previa 2 0.7 5 24 7 14
Abruptio placenta 6 2.1 4 19 10 2.0
Premature rupture of membranes 2 0.7 0 0 2 0.4
Other disorders of fetus, amniotic fluid and 2 0.7 3 1.5 5 1.0
membranes
Complications of labour and delivery 81 28.1 66 32.1 147 29.7
Obstructed labour 2 0.7 1 0.5 3 0.6
Hemorrhage during delivery 4 14 6 29 10 2.0
Other obstetric trauma 1 0.3 7 34 8 1.6
Postpartum hemorrhage 61 212 42 204 103 209
Complications of anesthesia during labour 3 1.0 1 0.5 4 0.8
and delivery
Other complications of labour and delivery 10 35 9 44 19 3.8
Complications of the puerperium 449 17.0 41 199 90 182
Puerperal sepsis 1 0.3 3 L5 4 0.8
Obstetric embolism 45 15.7 34 16.5 79 16.0
Other complications of the puerperium 3 1.0 4 1.9 7 14
Other direct obstetric causes 17 59 10 49 27 55
Indirect obstetric causes 55 19.1 32 15.5 87 17.6
Diseases of the circulatory system 38 132 14 6.8 52 10.5
Other indirect causes 17 5.90 18 8.7 35 7.1
Total 288 100.0 206 100.0 494 100.0
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