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Retropharyngeal Lymph Node Metastasis from Olfactory Neuroblastoma :

A Report of 2 Cases
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ABSTRACT

Olfactory neuroblastoma is a rare, malignant neoplasm arising from the olfactory epithelium. It has an aggressive biological
behavior that is characterized by local recurrence, atypical distant metastasis, and poor long-term prognosis. The incidence of
cervical lymph node metastasis in olfactory neuroblastomais variable, and treatment modalities are controversial. Moreover,
few reports have been published concerning retropharyngeal lymph node metastasis from olfactory neuroblastoma. We
present two cases of olfactory neuroblastoma with retropharyngeal lymph node metastasis. In addition, we provided a review
of the current literature regarding olfactory neuroblastoma and retropharyngeal lymph node metastasis from olfactory

neuroblastoma. (Korean J Otolaryngol 2006549:747-50)
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Fig. 1. Pre-operative MR imagings
of Case 1. A : Contrast-enhanced
Tl-weighted image with coronal
section shows intensely enhancing
mass in left ethmoid sinus, exten-
ding into the nasal cavity. Anterior
skull base and orbital wall are
intact. B : Axial T1-weighted image
shows 2.5%X3 cm-sized right lateral
retropharyngeal lymph node (ar-
row).

Fig. 2. Post-operative MR imaging of Case 1 at 17 months after
combined treatment. The size of the right lateral retropharyn-
geal lymph node was decreased to under 0.5X1 cm after
combined treatment (arrow).
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Fig. 3. Post-operative CT of Case 2 at 35 months after the first
treatment. Axial CT image shows 1X1.5 cm-sized left lateral
retropharyngeal lymph node (arrow).
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Fig. 4. Post-operative CT of Case 2 at 46 months after first treat-
ment. The left retropharyngeal lymph node was cured after
salvage radiotherapy, and no recurrence was seen at the
retropharynx.
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