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Objectives : The aim of this study was to exam whether personality, i.e. temperament and character, has an association with
a previous presence ol psychotic features in cuthymic bipolar [ disorder.

Methods © We recruited 25 psychotic patients with bipolar I disorder, 23 non-psychotic bipolar 1 patients and 48 normal
controls. All subjects were asked to perform Temperament and Character Inventory (TCI). Euthymic state was defined in
bipolar patients by scores of below 10 on the Hamilton Depression Rating Scale (HDRS) and on the Young Manic Rating
Scale (YMRS).

Results © Psychotic bipolar patients, compared to normal controls, showed higher harm avoidance (HA) and sclf-trans-
cendence (ST). In addition, HA in psychotic bipolar paticnts was higher than that in non-psychotic bipolar patients. However,
no significant differences on TCI were demonstrated between non-psychotic patients and normal controls.

Conclusion : There are significant discrepancies in personality between psychotic and non-psychotic bipolar patients on HA
and ST. These findings are consistent with the hypothesis of a continuum between bipolar disorder with psychotic features and
psychotic disorders. (J Korean Neuropsychiatr Assoc 2006:45 (5):427-431)
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Table 1. Demographic and clinical characteristics of psychotic bipolar patients, non-psychotic bipolar patients, and normal confrols

Psychotic bipolar

Non-psychotic bipolar

Normal controls

patients (N=25) patients (N=23) (N=48) s P
Age (years, mean+SD) 30.92+8.53 3522+11.11 31.79%7.66 1.78 017
Sex (M/F) 1114 12/ 23/25 032 0.85
Family history of mood disorder 7 7 - 1.01 0.78
Number of suicidal attempt 5 7 - 171 042
YMRS score 2561257 3.17+£3.69 - Q.67 0.50
HDRS score 256+1.73 1.96+1.77 - -1.19 0.24
Number of hospitalization 236173 2.52+2.31 - 0.28 0.78
Onset age 22,76+5.08 26.17£9.11 - 1.62 omn

YMRS : young mania rafing scale, HDRS : hamilton depression rafing scale

Table 2. Comparisons of TCI dimension scores in psychotic bipolar patients, non-psychotic bipolar patients and normal controls

1c Psychotic bipolar Non-psychotic bipolar Normal Post-h

Bimensions patients (1) patients (2) contfrols (3) P s:(;lyz’i(s:
Mean+SD Mean+SD Mean +=SD

NS 16.08+5.46 16.78 +4.53 17.00%6.23 0.80 N.S.

HA 19.48 =4.67 14.52+7.67 14.44+6.33 0.004 1>2,1>3

RD 14.84+3.42 14.70x4.30 15.23+3.74 0.83 N.S.

P 452+1.56 447+1.78 406+1.44 0.39 N.S.

SD 28.28£6.71 32.65+8.81 29.90+5.15 0.07 N.S.

CO 31.68 +4.66 30.60:+8.88 31.96+4.77 0.67 NS

ST 14.60:5.96 12.391:8.23 9.27+5.82 0.004 1>3

TCI : temperament and character inventory, NS : novelty seeking, HA : harm avoidance, RD :

reward dependence, P : persis-

tence, SD : self-directness, CO : cooperativeness, ST : self-transcendence, N.S. : not significant
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