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A Case of Pseudoxanthoma-elasticum-like Papillary Dermal Elastolysis

Boncheol Goo, M.D., Ju Hee Lee, M.D., Kwang Hoon Lee, M.D.

Department of Dermatology and Cutaneous Biology Research Institute, College of Medicine, Yonsei University, Seoul, Korea

Pseudoxanthoma elasticum-like papillary dermal elastolysis is a disorder of the dermis, characterized by clinical
features similar to pseudoxanthoma elasticum and the pathologic features of elastolysis limited to the papillary
dermis, such as sun-protected, intrinsically-aged skin. A 64-year old woman presented with a 7 year history of a
localized skin lesion on the back of her neck. Physical examination revealed skin to yellow colored, non-follicular
grouped uniform papules, sized 5~8 mm, and coalescent plaques localized below the hair line. Histopathologic and
immunohistochemical findings of decrease and elastolysis of the elastic fibers in the papillary dermis confirmed the
diagnosis. In this article, we report a case of pseudoxanthoma elasticum-like papillary dermal elastolysis which
presented with typical clinical and pathologic features. (Korean J Dermatol 2006;44(10):1228 ~ 1230)
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Fig. 1. Diffuse slightly yellow colored ‘cobblestone-like’ coa-
lescent papules were observed on the posterior neck of the
patient.
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Fig. 2. Note prominently decreased elastic fibers on the
papillary dermis of the lesional skin (B), compared to adjacent
normal tissue (A) (H&E, X100).

Fig. 3. In elastic staining, elastic fibers are diminished on the
papillary dermis (B), compared to adjacent normal tissue (A)
(Verhoeff-van Gieson, X 100).
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