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Paget’s disease of the vulva
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Objective: This study of Paget’s disease of the vulva was conducted to evaluate whether the initial presenting symptoms, associated diseases

and basic screening studies such as imaging studies and tumor markers could be used to predict the state of the disease, and to investigate

whether the state of resection margins, bilaterality of the lesion, and the extent of the resection correlated with recurrence.

Methods: This retrospective study was performed on 7 patients diagnosed as Paget’s disease of the vulva from March, 1996 to April, 2006.

Results: The average age of the patients was 62 year old (range, form 53 to 70). All patients had been menopaused with sustained

inflammation signs, eczematoid skin lesion and pain of the external genitalia. None was related to the associated diseases. Preoperative

radiologic imaging and tumor marker levels could not determine the extent of diseases. The patients were observed for a period of 31.6

months in average following surgery, during which the disease recurred in one patient. The factors such as resection margin status,

bilaterality of the lesion, and the extent of the resection were not valid for indicating the recurrences.

Conclusion: As we have studied, there is limits to predict the recurrence or the state of the disease. Thus leaving enough resection margins

for treatment and long term close follow-up should be essential for treatment of patients with Paget’s disease of the vulva.
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Fig. 1. Gross finding of excisioned specimen.



Fig. 2. Epidermis contains large pale tumor cells that form solid
nests, glandular spaces, or continuous layer along the epidermal
basement membrane (H&E stain, x400).
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Fig. 3. Gross view of the Paget’s disease, right labia major:
about 3x1 cm sized eczematoid lesion.
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Table 1. Clinical characteristics of patients

No. of case Age Menopause Presenting symptoms Associated disease Tumor marker
1 65 + I Seborrheic keratosis NE”
PM”
2 54 + 1 - NE
Discharge
3 64 + Pain - NE
Ulceration
4 56 + 1 - NE
Pain
5 62 + I Pneumonia NE
6 70 + I Ovarian cyst NE
7 63 + 1 - Not checked
PM
D, itching
2 PM, palpable mass
% NE, not elevated
Table 2. Clinicopathological characteristics of patients
No. Gross Surgical Bilaterality Name of Margin Duration of = Recurrence
of case Lesion site lesion lesion of the operation status follow up
size" size” primary lesion (Month)
(Cm) (Cm)
1 Lm” 6x2 8x4 Left RV + 52 -
LA
2 Clitoris 2x2 9x5.5 Central WLE® - 8 -
Lm”
3 Perineum 3x3 5x3 Central RV - 53 -
LA
4 LM 4x3 6x6 Left RV + 44 +
LA
5 LM 3x1 4x2 Right sv’” - 57 -
6 LM 5x3 9x5 Left WLE + 4 -
7 LM 7x4 9x13 Bilateral RV - 3 -

1 . . .

) preoperative gross lesion size
2 . . . .

) primary surgical lesion size

? LM, labia major
9 RV, radical vulvectomy, LA, lymphadenectomy

2 Lm, labia minor

® WLE, wide local excision

n SV, simple vulvectomy
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