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A Case of Radiation Recall Dermatitis which Developed in a Patient with Kaposi Sarcoma

Sang-Eun Lee, M.D., Wook Lew, M.D.

Department of Dermatology, Yonsei University College of Medicine, Seoul, Korea

Radiation recall dermatitis is a rare skin reaction, occurring subsequent to drug administration, and has all the
clinical signs of inflammation, which develop in a previously irradiated area, days to years after exposure to ionizing
radiation. A 41-year-old woman was diagnosed with Kaposi sarcoma. The patient was treated by radiotherapy,
followed by a 1% chemotherapy session with doxorubicin and ifosfamide, 20 days after the radiotherapy. However,
the patient developed erythema of the skin, accompanied by pruritus and pain in the previously irradiated area, 3
to 4 days after the chemotherapy. The erythema resolved almost completely after systemic and topical steroid
therapy. The patient received a 2 chemotherapy session with the same regimen, but there was no recurrence of
radiation recall dermatitis. We report a case of an uncommon skin reaction after chemotherapy in a patient with
kaposi sarcoma, which was identified as radiation recall dermatitis. (Korean J Dermatol 2006;44(3):338 ~ 340)
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Fig. 1. Erythematous scaly patchs, macules and papules with
pruritus on the surrounding area of the previous operation scar
of the left buttock

Fig. 2. An erythematous large single patch containing some
scales in the medial portion with pain on the previous irra-
diation site of the left buttock
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Fig. 3. Parakeratosis, necrosis of keratinocytes with super-
ficial perivenular lymphocytic infiltration and upper dermal
telangiectasia, consistent with radiation effect (H&E, X100)
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