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The current status of anesthesiology clerkship in Korea

Dong Jin Chang, M.D., So Woon Ahn, M.D., Ji Won Ahn, M.D., and Jonghoon Kim, M.D.
Department of Anesthesiology and Pain Medicine, Anesthesia and Pain Research Institute, Yonsei University College of Medicine,

Seoul, Korea

Background: There had been few regulations or agreements between medical schools how to teach undergraduate medical

students during anesthesiology clerkship. We conducted this survey to figure out the current status of the clerkships of medical

schools in Korea, and suggest the direction of development.
Methods:
schools in Korea by electric mail.
Results:
the anesthesiology clerkship should be included in core clerksh:

33 schools answered the questionnaires.

ips.

The questionnaires about anesthesiology clerkship were sent to chairpersons or clerkship directors of 42 medical
The answers were collected by internet system.
The clerkships were elective in 19 schools, but 26 schools answered that

Only a few schools oriented the students about ethical issues

and occupational health during clerkship. Most schools evaluated the students by evaluation sheet or written examination. Oral

or skill tests were used at only 8 and 5 schools, respectively.

Conclusions:
the responses of students toward the clerkship were positive.

The answers of survey showed that there were many aspects to be improved in anesthesiology clerkship although

(Korean J Anesthesiol 2008; 55: 190~ 6)

Key Words: anesthesiology, clerkship.
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Fig. 1. Contents of orientation before anesthesiology clerkship.
Vertical axis represents the percentage of the medical schools
performing the contents.
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Fig. 2. Technical skills with which the students practice at
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BLS: basic life support, ACLS: advanced cardiac life support.
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