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Six trials with 3 samples for each ftrial for external quality assessment of general chemistry
and blood gas were performed in 2008. All the control materials were sent in specifically-made
boxes at the same time. The response rates were 93.5% in general chemistry and 88.1% in
blood gas. The items included sodium, potassium, chloride, BUN, glucose, calcium, phosphorus,
uric acid, creatinine, bilirubin, total protein, albumin, total cholesterol, triglyceride, AST, ALT, ALP,
LD and GGT in general chemistry and pH, pCO; and pO. in blood gas. Compared with the
previous year (2007), change of the methods of analysis and the peer group coefficient of
variation was not remarkable and the VIS scores of general chemistry items were slightly
improved.
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Table 1. Chemistry control materials distributed and QC schedule in 2008

Sample N Product name Maker Lot No. Test date Resp. rate (%)
CC-08-01 Lyphochek L1 BioRad 15191 08-03-24 797/832 (95.8)
CC-08-02 Lyphochek L2 BioRad 156192 08-03-24 797/832 (95.8)
CC-08-03 Precision Human Multi L3 Randox 354UE 08-03-24 91/832 (95.1)
CC-08-04 Lyphochek L1 BioRad 15201 08-05-06 779/844 (92.3)
CC-08-05 Lyphochek L2 BioRad 16202 08-05-06 779/844 (92.3)
CC-08-06 Precision Human Multi L3 Randox 373UE 08-05-06 776/844 (91.9)
CC-08-07 Lyphochek L1 BioRad 16211 08-07-21 797/863 (92.4)
CC-08-08 Lyphochek L2 BioRad 16212 08-07-21 798/863 (92.5)
CC-08-09 Precision Human Multi L2 Randox 522UN 08-07-21 795/863 (92.1)
CC-08-10 Lyphochek L1 BioRad 14161 08-09-01 816/868 (94.0)
CC-08-11 Lyphochek L2 BioRad 14162 08-09-01 816/868 (94.0)
CC-08-12 Precision Human Multi L2 Randox 495UN/1 08-09-01 815/868 (93.9)
CG-08-01 Rapid QC Complete L1 Siemens 361702 08-06-16 346/394 (87.8)
CG-08-02 Stat Profile L2 Nova 711019 08-06-16 350/394 (88.9)
CG-08-03 Stat Profile L3 Nova 711020 08-06-16 351/394 (89.1)
CG-08-04 Rapid QC Complete L2 Siemens 362702 08-10-13 346/400 (86.5)
CG-08-05 Rapid QC Complete L3 Siemens 363702 08-10-13 351/400 (87.8)
CG-08-06 Stat Profile L1 Nova 711018 08-10-13 353/400 (88.3)
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Table 2. Number of responded laboratories according to each item in 2008
ltem\Sample N 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12
Sodium 518 519 516 509 509 505 521 521 519 528 528 527
Potassium 518 519 516 509 509 505 522 522 519 529 529 529
Chloride 507 502 499 492 492 488 506 506 5083 514 514 514
BUN 772 772 765 755 755 751 772 773 770 791 791 789
Glucose 758 758 751 742 741 738 760 760 757 780 780 776
T.calcium 465 465 464 457 451 448 456 457 454 472 472 472
Phosphorus 438 438 438 428 428 425 430 431 428 444 444 444
Uric acid 7283 7283 7 710 710 707 722 722 720 744 745 745
Creatinine 762 762 756 746 746 7483 763 764 761 7883 782 782
T.bilirubin 752 752 746 738 738 735 755 756 753 77 77 776
T.protein 763 763 757 749 749 746 765 766 763 785 784 784
Albumin 767 767 761 751 751 748 769 770 767 789 789 788
T.cholesterol 780 781 775 764 764 761 7883 784 781 800 800 799
Triglycerides 739 740 734 724 724 719 742 743 740 763 763 763
AST 796 796 790 779 779 776 797 798 795 816 816 8156
ALT 796 796 790 779 779 776 797 798 795 816 816 815
ALP 744 744 738 729 729 725 746 747 744 762 762 761
LD 655 655 652 638 639 635 661 662 659 677 677 677
GGT 766 766 760 749 749 746 768 769 766 787 787 787
PCO:2 346 350 350 346 350 353 - - - - - -
PH 346 350 357 346 357 353 - - - - - -
PO 346 350 351 346 357 353 - - - - - -
Table 3. Number of reporting times in clinical chemistry in 2008
, General chemistry Blood gas
Report times
Lab. Rate (%) Lab. Rate (%)
0 69 7.9 33 8.3
1 26 3.0 30 7.5
2 29 3.3 337 84.2
3 78 9.0
4 666 76.8
Sum 868 100.0 400 100.0
Table 4. Number of laboratories responding to more than one trial in 2008
ltem N ltem N ltem N
Sodium 551 Potassium 552 Chloride 534
BUN 830 Glucose 815 Calcium 489
Phosphorus 463 Uric Acid 780 Creatinine 821
Bilirubin 813 Protein 823 Albumin 825
Cholesterol 839 Triglyceride 799 AST 854
ALT 854 ALP 801 LD 710
GGT 823 Gas 366
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Table 5. Changes of analytical methods in clinical chemistry (%)

Analytical method 2007 2008 Analytical method 2007 2008
Sodium/Potassium I. protein

Flame photometry 0.22 0.19 Biuret 98.94 98.56
ISE indirect 45.68 50.23 Refractometry 0.00 0.00
ISE direct 51.79 47.55 Others 1.06 1.44
Colorimetry 0.21 0.19 Albumin

Other 2.03 1.55 Dye binding-BCG 96.59 96.73
Chloride Dye binding-BCP 2.54 1.79
Coul.-Amperometry 0.11 0.10 Others 0.87 1.46
ISE indirect 48.43 50.85 I. _cholesterol

ISE direct 49.27 47.36 Enzymatic 98.89 98.56
Shales-Shales 0.21 0.20 02 comsum 0.00 0.00
Merc.Ferricthiocyanate 0.00 0.00 Lieberman Burchard 0.00 0.00
Others 1.98 1.49 Others 1.1 1.44
BUN Iriglycerides

Urease with GLD 96.11 95.69 Lp,GK,PK,LD-NADH 0.00 0.12
Urease-indophenol 0.90 0.81 Lp,GK,GPD,Diaph-colo 1.21 1.33
Conductivity rate 0.40 0.39 Lp,GDH,Diaph fluor. 0.00 0.00
O-phthaldehyde 0.00 0.00 Lp,GK,GPO,POD-glyc. 35.12 31.44
Others 1.34 1.69 Lp,GK,GPO,POD+glyc. 25.85 26.89
Glucose Others 1.69 1.72
GOD,POD, colorimetry 21.34 20.12 AST

GOD,POD, fluorometry 0.00 0.00 UV +P5P 4.14 2.76
GOD-O2 consumption 0.55 0.60 uv -P5P 92.49 93.15
Hexokinase, G6PD,UV 75.49 76.29 Enzymatic, colorimetry 1.26 1.38
Hexokinase, GBPD, color 0.15 0.13 NADH depletion 0.42 0.41
Glucose dehydrogenase 0.93 1.29 Others 1.54 2.10
Others 1.18 1.58 ALT

Calcium Uv +P5P 4.14 2.79
OCPC 84.99 83.21 uv -P5P 92.49 93.12
Arsenazo Il dye 10.18 12.56 Enzymatic, colorimetry 1.26 1.38
ISE 1.57 1.63 NADH depletion 0.42 0.41
Others 2.33 1.90 Others 1.54 2.10
Phosphorus ALP

Phosphomolyb/redn 30.65 30.33 P-NPP,DEA(GSCC) 35.90 32.36
Phosphomolybdate-UV 67.56 67.77 P-NPP,AMP(IFCC) 44.67 44.88
Enzymatic method 0.00 0.00 P-NPP EAE 17.25 19.82
Others 1.79 1.90 Others 1.88 2.61
Uric acid LD

Phosphotungstate 0.15 0.31 Lactate to pyruvate 27.94 27.93
Uricase, colorimetry 97.47 97.24 Pyruvate to lactate 69.12 69.03
Oxygen rate 0.61 0.52 Dry chemistry 1.26 1.37
Others 1.61 1.80 Others 1.68 1.652
Creatinine GGT

Jaffe, endpoint,-abs 7.27 6.10 IFCC(carb.GGPNA) 80.95 79.42
Jaffe, endpoint, +abs 0.29 0.20 37C Szasz(GGPNA) 14.06 15.00
Jaffe kinetic 84.75 82.89 Dry chemistry 1.31 1.34
DNBA derivatives 0.00 0.00 Others 3.68 4.24
Others 0.92 3.31

Bilirubin

Evelyn-Malloy +blank 156.15 15.32

Jendrassik-Grof +blank 3.70 2.58

Evelyn-Malloy -blank 6.47 7.89

Jendrassik-Grof-blank 7.48 5.52

Bilirubin oxidase 9.77 8.64

Vanadate oxidation 24.39 27.16

Others 3.04 3.11
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Table 6-1. Mean coefficient of variation (%) of each item in each trial (2008)

ltem/Trial cor co2 CO08 Cob4 CO5 CO6 CO7  CO8 CO9 C10  C11 C12 Mean
Sodium 194 194 195 155 182 169 150 170 180 154 154 1.72 189
Potassium 239 263 264 217 332 238 251 243 251 249 244 2588 24
Chloride 291 381 257 305 447 272 295 345 271 282 352 240 338
BUN 481 448 490 489 467 474 543 444 482 6.28 6.26 6.460 519
Glucose 455 334 383 474 409 359 361 391 409 358 361 4.05 391
T.calcium 3.88 327 329 368 323 352 366 312 361 481 313 3.32 354
Phosphorus 8.23 589 411 504 363 400 b3 372 500 578 357 3.71 484
Uric acid 6.283 539 599 451 407 421 438 373 450 406 413 527 40
Creatinine 11.92 6.93 6.47 1237 6.68 6.87 11.41 746 897 1240 816 1026 917
T.bilirubin 14.41 10.57 9.85 16.21 831 823 1424 812 10.63 14.16 9.02 11.92 1R
T.protein 3.60 357 358 33 373 352 309 363 341 326 38 292 346
Albumin 3.93 461 487 388 446 474 382 454 412 371 412 374 42
T.cholest. 3.55 489 400 413 479 439 381 485 4338 347 525 345 424
Triglyceride 465 6.56 70.24 467 6.09 6545 484 ©6.93 3282 499 720 3560 1925
AST 570 466 530 538 496 524 481 483 941 534 518 795 574
ALT 776 546 6.28 7.16 548 541 623 531 6.77 6.47 564 6.46 6.2
ALP 35.69 28.26 29.42 3514 2856 29.42 38.09 30.13 33.38 41.03 33.10 35.38 3BH
LD 27.58 28.42 27.60 27.83 29.48 28.85 29.54 30.87 29.90 30.37 32.65 31.18 20%
GGT 10.06 753 755 921 755 814 940 880 817 7.27 798 8.65 8%
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Table 6-2. Peer group coefficient of variation (%) of each item in each trial (2008)

ltem/Trial cor  Cco2 C03 Co4 CO5 CO6 CO7r  COB8 CO9 C10 C11 C12 Mean
Sodium 1.0 191 184 148 1.7/8 160 144 172 170 160 154 146 1.62
Potassium 228 248 263 217 258 234 227 233 250 240 226 241 2.39
Chloride 295 318 243 291 383 2568 285 828 253 268 3.14 201 2.88
BUN 477 436 488 486 460 467 521 436 465 6.11 6.06 6.14 5.07
Glucose 3.89 3.16 384 449 395 361 344 3.68 389 342 351 367 371
T.calcium 3.71 328 327 364 313 3566 359 310 348 441 3.05 340 3.5
Phosphorus 6.34 474 398 5616 361 399 5612 375 5614 538 364 377 456
Uric acid 6.14 534 587 444 404 417 430 377 446 4.05 412 451 467
Creatinine 11.656 6.67 6.38 12.36 6.59 6.49 11.14 717 878 1022 717 923 8.77
T.bilirubin 9.78 707 825 1048 6.87 711 970 6.31 844 1064 6.86 847 8.42
T.protein 3.60 357 357 334 363 354 310 363 339 326 38 292 345
Albumin 3.89 4568 481 38 442 468 372 443 390 353 411 367 413
T.cholest. 3.66 489 402 382 480 439 379 482 435 346 520 344 4.27
Triglyceride 424 589 1741 424 534 13.78 418 534 749 438 6.14 7.7/8 T7.14
AST 546 465 529 515 483 518 479 477 830 507 512 769 5.5
ALT 762 b48 6.20 6.78 bd46 529 6.19 524 6.67 6.12 553 6.20 6.11
ALP 18.07 12.75 13.35 13.16 12,656 13.17 11.87 12.00 11.86 12.12 12.33 11.87 12.59
LD 8.70 892 1054 902 976 1020 709 739 794 694 745 752 8.44

GGT 9.0r 7038 o677 775 721 694 718 708 719 654 711 728 7.29
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Table 6-3. Coefficient of variation in each items by test principle (%, 2008)

Test/Principle MCV PCV Test/Principle MCV PCV
Sodium

Flame photometry 1.67 0.50 ISE, diluted (indirect) 1.69 1.41
ISE, undiluted (direct) 1.69 1.86 Other methods 1.69 1.63
Potassium

Flame photometry 2.49 0.00 ISE, diluted (indirect) 2.54 1.95
ISE, undiluted (direct) 2.54 2.85 Other methods 2.54 3.17
Chloride

ISE, diluted (indirect) 3.07 2.22 ISE, undiluted (direct) 3.07 3.57
Other methods 3.08 3.90

BUN

Urease with GLDH 519 5.09 Urease-Indophenol 517 2.30
Urease quinolinium dye 5.20 5.25 Other methods 5.24 6.40
Glucose

GOD,POD, dye(colorimetry) 3.92 4.38 Glucose dehydrogenase 3.91 3.84
HK, G6PD, UV 3.91 3.54

Total Calcium

Alizarin 3.56 8.68 Arsenazo Il dye 3.55 4.45
Cresolphthalein complexone 3.54 3.27 ISE, diluted (indirect) 3.55 5.69
Phosphorus

Phosphomolybdate, Reduction,Indirect 4.84 4.63 Phosphomolybdate, UV, Direct 4.84 4.49
Uric acid

Oxygen rate method 4.62 13.30 Uricase 4.70 4.54
Other methods 4.68 5.97

Creatinine

Jaffe, endpoint, - absorbant 9.17 10.99 Jaffe, endpoint, + absorbant 8.95 17.89
Jaffe, kinetic 9.17 8.57

Total Bilirubin

Evelyn-Malloy +serum blank(Azo) 11.33 11.28 Jendrassik-Grof +serum blank (Alk.Azo) 11.31 7.69
Evelyn-Malloy -serum blank(Azo) 11.31 9.95 Jendrassik-Grof +serum blank (Alk.Azo) 11.31 12.27
Bilirubin oxidase 11.32 5.54

Total Protein

Biuret method 3.46 3.44 Other methods 3.45 4.01
Albumin

Dye Binding-BCG 4.22 4.41 Dye Binding-BCP 4.21 3.92
Total Cholesterol

Enzymatic 4.24 4.22 Other methods 4.25 3.80
Iriglycerides

Lipase, GK,PK,LD-NADH consump 0.00 0.00 Lipase,GK,GPD,POD + Glycerol blank 20.76 77
Lipase, GK,GPO,POD-Glycerol blank 6.68 5.20 Other methods 20.68 8.49
AST

uv, - P-5-P 5.74 5.38 uv, + p-5-P 5.71 8.16
Enzymatic, colorimetric 5.73 9.07 NADH depletion 5.69 6.62
Other methods 572 7.68

ALT

uv, - P-5-P 6.20 5.90 uv, + P-5-P 6.20 10.59
Enzymatic, colorimetric 6.20 7.04 NADH depletion 6.23 512
Other methods 6.20 8.63

ALP

P-NPP, DEA (GSCC,Bassey-Lowry) 33.03 10.51 P-NPP, AMP (IFCC, Bower-McComb) 33.19 14.75
P-NPP, EAE 33.36 7.99 4-aminoantipyrine 33.54 19.44
LD

LD, lactate to pyruvate 29.62 10.43 LD, pyruvate to lactate 29.52 6.90
Colorimetry, Dry chemistry 29.52 16.24 Other methods 29.52 37.06
GGT

Szas-z (GGPNA), incl. modified 8.36 8.23 IFCC (carboxylated-GGPNA) 8.36 6.90

Abbreviations: MCV, mean coefficient of variation: PCV, peer group coefficient of variation.
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Table 7. Annual changes of CV of each item (%)

ltem ccv 1986 1992 2006" 2007* 2008*
Sodium 1.6 2.3 2.1 1.64 1.60 1.62
Potassium 2.9 3.2 3.2 2.69 2.46 2.39
Chloride 2.2 3.7 3.9 2.91 2.98 2.88
BUN 5.7 6.8 8.6 5.42 4.89 5.07
Glucose 7.7 5.7 5.3 4.23 3.82 3.71
T.calcium 4.0 9.0 6.3 4.27 3.58 3.51
Phosphorus 7.8 8.8 7.2 4.51 4.77 4.56
Uric acid 7.7 8.0 9.1 4.63 4.50 4.61
Creatinine 8.9 9.3 1.1 8.77 9.78 8.77
T.bilirubin 19.2 16.5 14.8 8.41 8.53 8.42
T.protein 3.9 3.2 4.2 3.24 3.33 3.45
Albumin 7.5 6.3 6.8 4.36 4.79 4.18
T.cholesterol 17.6 7.5 6.4 4.31 4.42 4.21
Triglyceride 11.2 11.2 8.8 8.59 4.94 7.14
AST 12.6 16.0 15.0 6.41 5.47 5.565
ALT 12.5 21.7 16.0 6.60 6.25 6.11
ALP 17.5 - 29.7 13.38 12.44 12.59
LD 25.0 - 32.4 8.09 7.52 8.44
GGT 14.0 - - 8.05 8.52 7.29

*Peer group coefficient of variation.
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Table 8-1. Mean VIS of each item in each trial (2008)

ltem/Trial 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12 Mean
Sodium 76 95 92 76 86 80 72 84 86 74 75 83 82
Potassium 67 78 68 65 75 63 70 66 65 66 65 78 68
Chloride 104 114 87 109 145 g7 1056 122 97 98 121 87 106
BUN 65 60 65 68 62 63 74 59 64 76 66 68 66
Glucose 44 33 35 46 39 35 37 38 39 36 35 37 38
T.calcium 7 62 63 73 65 68 72 62 68 82 60 64 63
Phosphorus 75 46 41 50 38 40 51 38 47 54 35 36 46
Uric acid 57 44 48 44 39 39 43 37 42 40 40 45 43
Creatinine 108 62 54 108 60 57 101 65 79 94 63 79 77
T.bilirubin 61 40 40 70 35 34 61 34 42 60 37 45 43
T.protein 70 70 68 66 74 67 62 73 66 67 75 59 63
Albumin 43 57 50 47 46 52 41 48 43 40 42 40 45
T.cholest. 37 50 42 47 50 44 40 57 45 36 57 36 40
Triglyceride 32 45 398 33 43 394 34 48 282 35 50 306 141
AST 35 29 32 34 31 32 31 29 52 34 31 43 34
ALT 49 34 36 44 34 34 38 33 42 40 33 39 38
ALP 157 119 128 185 121 127 174 134 152 191 162 165 148
LD 93 97 93 96 102 99 106 111 106 112 120 114 104
GGT 57 44 43 53 44 44 53 47 46 43 45 46 47
PH 16 12 15 11 14 13 - - - - - - 13
PCO2 142 112 1561 103 114 131 - - - - - - 116
PO 163 220 160 206 365 324 - - - - - - 222
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Table 8-2. Peer group VIS of each item in each trial (2008)

ltem/Trial 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 " 12 Mean
Sodium 75 92 86 76 87 78 72 80 79 73 73 78 79
Potassium 68 67 67 65 74 62 68 65 63 66 60 72 66
Chloride 102 110 84 1056 132 83 104 111 91 97 107 74 100
BUN 65 60 65 68 62 62 72 59 62 75 65 66 65
Glucose 42 32 35 44 39 35 36 37 38 35 35 36 37
T.calcium 74 64 64 73 64 68 71 62 68 82 61 64 63
Phosphorus 72 46 41 50 38 40 52 38 48 54 36 36 46
Uric acid 50 44 48 45 40 40 42 37 42 40 40 45 43
Creatinine 103 62 53 108 60 54 97 63 7 82 59 76 75
T.bilirubin 41 33 35 42 28 30 41 27 33 41 30 37 32
T.protein 70 70 68 66 73 67 62 73 66 67 75 59 63
Albumin 43 51 50 41 47 52 41 48 43 40 42 40 45
T.cholest. 37 50 42 41 50 44 40 50 45 36 51 36 40
Triglyceride 31 41 95 30 38 82 32 40 59 31 43 62 49
AST 34 29 32 34 31 33 30 29 50 34 31 43 34
ALT 49 34 36 44 34 34 39 33 42 39 32 39 38
ALP 71 72 74 73 71 73 64 62 64 62 64 60 68
LD 34 36 39 35 35 38 32 32 34 30 31 31 34
GGT 51 40 39 45 41 39 44 41 39 39 41 40 42
PH 15 10 12 8 9 10 - - - - - - "
PCO: 129 106 143 9 110 108 - - - - - - 107

PO:2 142 173 137 149 327 252 - - - - - - 182
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Table 9. Annual changes of mean VIS

ltem 1986 1992 2006" 2007* 2008*
Sodium 106 112 81 80 79
Potassium 88 96 72 70 66
Chloride 125 147 106 106 100
BUN 96 100 70 66 65
Glucose 57 60 42 39 37
T.calcium 138 121 76 73 63
Phosphorus 103 82 46 48 46
Uric acid 88 93 42 42 43
Creatinine 83 96 75 86 75
T.bilirubin 88 72 36 35 32
T.protein 74 97 63 63 63
Albumin 68 81 46 45 45
T.cholest. 80 75 43 45 40
Triglyceride - 76 57 37 49
AST - 103 39 36 34
ALT - 108 47 39 38
ALP - 131 72 62 68
LD - 120 34 33 34
GGT - - 46 49 42
*VIS score was calculated among groups of laboratories with same test method.
Table 10. Distribution of VIS Score
VIS block 1992 2004* 2006* 2008*
0- 580 0.8 7.45 (34.37) 7.38 (31.31) 10.00 (38.37)
51 - 100 57.0 73.91 (59.83) 75.90 (68.52) 73.88 (62.62)
101 - 1560 33.1 17.18 ( 5.38) 15.08 ( 8.69) 14.38 ( 7.63)
151 - 200 7.2 1.45 ( 0.41) 1.80 ( 1.18) 1.75 (1.38)
201 - 250 1.5 0.00 ( 0.00) 0.16 ( 0.16) 0.19 ( 0.00)
251 - 300 0.4 0.00 ( 0.00) 0.00 ( 0.16) 0.00 ( 0.00)
301 - 350 0.0 0.00 ( 0.00) 0.16 ( 0.00) 0.00 ( 0.00)
No. of Lab 198 483 610 816

*( ) Peer group mean VIS (2004, 2006, 2008).



