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Abstract

Dr. O. R. Avison and His Thinking

YEO In-sok
Yonsei University

Oliver R. Avison (1860 - 1956), a Christian missionary, teacher, and doctor, was a man of
action, rather than an abstract thinker. His action was the expression of his thinking. Avison had
a firm belief in and a clear notion of his identity and the role assigned to him. His forty-two
years’ dedication in Korea yielded visible results. He was in charge of Severance Union Medical
College and Yonhee College in Seoul until his retirement of 1935, turning both colleges into
extremely distinguished institutions of higher education. Graduates of both institutions went on to
make significant contributions to Korean society at a time when the nation was suffering under
Japanese oppression. The two institutions and their graduates provide some of the most obvious

evidence of Avison’s achievements in Korea.

Key words: Avison, Medical Mission, Thinking, Severance, Jejungwon





