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A Case of Subungual Epidermal Cyst
Taegyun Kim, M.D., Sang Ho Oh, M.D., Ju Hee Lee, M.D., Ph.D.
Department of Dermatology and Cutaneous Biology Research Institute, Yonsei University College of Medicine, Seoul, Korea
We report a 45-year-old woman presenting with a painful subungual epidermal cyst on the 4th finger nail bed.
Based on clinical features only, the lesion was initially suspected to be a glomus tumor. However, histopathological
examination revealed an epidermal cyst on the nail bed. Subungual epidermal cysts are rare disorders that may cause
pain and tenderness that increase according to tumor growth. They can mimic glomus tumors owing to their similar
clinical manifestations. To differentiate subungual epidermal cysts from glomus tumors, imaging tools such as
ultrasonography and magnetic resonance imaging can be used. Dermatologists should be aware that several kinds of
tumors including epidermal cysts with clinical similarities may occur in the subungual area. (Korean J Dermatol
2010;48(6):506 ~ 509)
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Fig. 1. (A) A solitary well-demar-
cated 5.0X5.0-mm-sized yellowish
subungual discoloration on the left
4th fingernail with distal onycholy-
sis. (B) Three-months after the
initial 3-mm punch biopsy, subun-
gual discoloration and distal ony-
cholysis were improved.

Fig. 2. (A) Histopathologic exami-
nation revealed a solitary cyst con-
taining eosinophilic keratin materials
which were circumscribed by epi-
thelium under the nail bed (H&E,
X40). (B) The cystic wall was
lined by stratified squamous epithe-
lium with a granular layer (H&E,
X 400).
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