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A Seven-Year Panel Study on North Korean Defectors
Perception and Satisfaction on Life in South Korea

Woo-Taek Jeon, MD, PhD" , Shi-Eun Yu, PhD? and Jin-Sup Eom, PhD?

'Departments of Psychiatry, Medical Education, College of Medicine, Yonsei University, Seoul, Korea
%nterdisciplinary Graduate Program in Korean Unification Studies, Yonsei University

Graduate School, Seoul, Korea

Department of Psychology, Chungbuk National University, Cheongju, Korea

Objectives North Korean defectors’ comprehension of South Korean society and satisfaction with
their lives in South Korea both symbolize their adaptation to their new society. The current report is
an analysis of three serial panel studies of 200 North Korean defectors who entered South Korea in
2000.

Methods From February 2009 to March 2009, we interviewed 121 defectors face—to—face.

Results The results showed that the participant’s satisfaction level had been relatively well-ma-
intained, and their understanding of the South Korean culture and language had increased. How-
ever, their attitudes toward fellow North Korean defectors had worsened. Their satisfaction level with
government support for medical care was very low. Gender, age, level of education in North Korea,
Communist Party membership, completion of military service, and current employment status had
significant influences on their interpretation and understanding of South Korea.

Conclusion The results suggest creating North Korean defector self—help groups, strengthening
the medical support system, developing programs tailored according to defectors’ different back-
grounds, gender, age, and educational levels, as well as increasing South Koreans” awareness of
these North Koreans through a appropriate campaign, will be necessary for the peaceful unification
of the Korean Peninsula. J Korean Neuropsychiatr Assoc 2010;49:90-103

KEY WORDS North Korean defectors - North Korean refugees - North Korea - Korea unification,
Adaptation - Perception - Satisfaction level.
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Table 1. Demographic characteristics (%)
2001 Responderts  Respondertsin 2001  Responderts in 2004  Responderts in 2007

(n=200) (n=106) (n=106) (n=106)

Gender Males 117 (58.5) 62 (58.5) 62 (58.5) 62 (58.5)

Females 83 (41.5) 44 (41.5) 44 (41.5) 44 (41.5)

Age Below 30 66 (33.0) 38 (35.8) 21 (19.8) 10 ( 9.4

30—-39 77 (38.5) 33 (31.1) 43 (40.6) 42 (39.6)

40—49 35 (17.5) 20 (18.9) 22 (20.8) 30 (28.3)

50 and above 22 (11.0) 15 (14.2) 20 (18.9) 24 (22.6)

Employment Permanent 49 (24.5) 28 (26.4) 26 (24.5) 37 (34.9)

status Temporary/Contract 19 ( 9.5 11 (10.4) 24 (22.6) 19 (17.9)

Self-employed 10 ( 5.0 5(47) 9 (8.5 16 (15.1)

Unemployed 122 (61.0) 62 (58.5) 47 (44.3) 34 (32.1)

Religion Protestant 151 (75.5) 73 (68.9) 76 (71.7) 57 (53.8)

Catholic 3(1.5 - 1009 2(1.9

Buddhism 2(1.0 - - 1009

Others 1(0.5 - - -

No religion 43 (21.5) 33 (31.1) 29 (27.4) 46 (43.4)

Education High school 126 (63.0) 65 (61.3) 65 (61.3) 65 (61.3)

levelin 2-year college 30 (15.0) 17 (16.0) 17 (16.0) 17 (16.0)

North Korea 4-year college 44 (22.0) 24 (22.6) 24 (22.6) 24 (22.6)

Communist party ~ Yes 57 (28.5) 36 (34.0) 36 (34.0) 36 (34.0)

membership No 143 (71.5) 70 (66.0) 70 (66.0) 70 (66.0)

Experience of Yes 30 (28.3) 40 (37.7) 40 (37.7) 40 (37.7)

military service No 76 (71.7) 66 (62.3) 66 (62.3) 66 (62.3)

Total 200 (100) 106 (100) 106 (100) 106 (100)
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Table 2. Changes in the mean perception item score by survey time

ltem 2001 2004 2007 FY F2) F3)
1. l understand the South Korean language very well.  3.94 (1.03) 3.94 (1.04) 4.14 (0.96) 1.650 2.243 0.920
2. One can be successful on his/her own in 422 (1.17) 4.25 (0.94) 4.48 (0.87) 2.430 3.281 1.063
South Korea.
3. Money seems o be the best in South Korea. 4.36 (0.89) 4.24 (0.87) 4.25 (0.86) 0.951 1.266 0.614
4. | understand the Korean society very well. 338 (1.09a 343 (0.87)c 387 (0850 121137 18.668T  4.324*
5. South Koreans have a good understanding of 1.90 (0.94) 2.03 (0.99) 1.85 (0.81) 1.242 0.208 2.027
North Korea.
6. | have a South Korean confidant. 3.15(1.47) 3,59 (1.10)p 338 (1.29)ab  4.623*  2.047 8.3287
7. I have a confidant among North Korean defectors.  3.52 (1.43) 3.64 (1.17) 3.33 (1.43) 2.063 1.222 3.596
8. Itis difficult fo become friends with South Koreans. 3.36 (1.41) 3.23 (1.29) 3.27 (1.33) 0.340 0.280 0.413
9. Itis difficult fo compete with South Koreans. 3.16 (1.35) 3.12(1.13) 3.00 (1.32) 0.660 1.021 0.091
10. Itis difficult to understand young South Koreans. 341 (1132 322 (114 301 (1.14)p 49987 81197 0010
11. Itis difficult to understand old South Koreans. 2.59 (0.97) 2.85 (0.98) 2.60 (1.02) 2.949 0.006 6.386*
12. | have been ignored and discriminated against in 2.72 (1.28) 2.59 (1.21) 2.46 (1.17) 1.841 3.688 0.000
South Korea.
13. South Koreans prejudice makes it difficult for North 3.48 (1.25) 3.38 (1.20) 3.12 (1.28) 2.988 5.456*  0.424
Koreans to get a job.
14. North Korean defectors lack the will to be self- 279 (1.33)e 320 (1.04)b 338 (1.13)>  9.6757 17.2847  1.092
sufficient.
15. North Korean defectors need a big organization. 306 (1.39)¢ 347 (1.18)p 293 (1.39)0  6.684" 0563 14.5447
16. | will join North Koreans' organization. 3.04 (1.43)90 3,19 (1.31) 280 (1.46)e  3.167* 2.235 4.171*
17. I am having a financial difficulty. 331 (1.15k 332 (1.18)p  295(1.28)  3.835%  4.585*  2.640
18. After five years, | would be better off. 4.11 (0.92) 3.96 (.96) 4.14 (0.89) 1.713 0.069 3.597
19. | am satisfied with the location of my current 3.88 (1.14) 3.74 (1.01) 3.75 (1.04) 0.610 0.730 0.445
residence.
20. | am satisfied with my current house and room | 3.63 (1.29) 3.39 (1.14) 3.49 (1.12) 1.260 0.799 1.846
livein.
21. | am satisfied with my current job. 3.75(1.31) 3.83 (1.04) 3.70 (1.21) 0.360 0.080 0.897
22. | am satisfied with my income. 2.91 (1.33) 2.84 (1.08) 2.87 (1.16) 0.068 0.028 0.135
23. | am satisfied with my physical conditions. 367 (1.320)b 336 (1.16)e 327 (1.17)a 49407 82677  1.052
24. | am satisfied with my mental conditions. 3.61 (1.21) 3.60 (1.00) 3.66 (1.06) 0.114 0.128 0.098
25. | am safisfied with my leisure time. 3.20 (1.29) 3.02 (1.05) 2.99 (1.22) 1.306 1.954 0.453
26. | am satisfied with my family life. 3.94 (1.29) 3.91 (1.04) 4.03 (0.97) 0.301 0.266 0.351
27. | am satisfied with my life in South Korea. 3.43 (1.06) 3.60 (0.83) 3.71 (0.89) 2.909 4.708*  0.074
28. It was worth allowing my childing live in 422 (1.17) 4.28 (0.81) 411 (1.10) 0.440 0.265 0.747
South Korea.
29. | am satisfied with how my children adapt to South  4.09 (1.07) 4.02 (1.04) 4.04 (1.19) 0.074 0.049 0.119
Korean life.
30. | am satisfied with the government’s housing 3.62 (1.28) 3.42 (1.16) 3.52 (1.13) 1.022 0.404 1.850
support.
31. | am satisfied with the government’s education 3.89 (1.17) 3.72 (1.01) 3.68 (1.08) 1.586 2.453 0.347
support
32. | am satisfied with the government's medical 433 (093> 373 (1.16)a  3.64 (1.23)a 129867 202517 4.430*
supportt.
33. | am satisfied with the government’s employment 301 (1.35)p 282 (1.11)eb 257 (12000 4.602* 85217 0041
support.
34. | am satisfied with government's financial support 357 (1240 331 (1.10)p 284 (1.15) 147357 253997  0.908
for settlement.
35. | am satisfied with overall support policy of the 370 (1.13)c 336 (0.89)>  3.08 (1.09)c 128377 18.649T 0.157
government.
36. | do not know how to spend spare time. 2.55(1.28) 2.51 (1.06) 2.37 (1.18) 1.173 1.829 0.279
37. I do not know how to fine jobs. 2.35(1.25)b 2.40 (1.07)b 2.04 (1.06)¢ 4.140%  4.971*  3.207
38. Sometimes, | am confused about who am. 2.16 (1.24) 2.09 (1.10) 2.03 (1.06) 0.520 1.000 0.002
39. | ponder upon how to live righteously. 2.54 (1.44) 2.61 (1.24) 2.55 (1.34) 0.115 0.003 0.319
40. | proudly tell people that | am from North Korea. 3.41 (1.48) 3.60 (1.34) 3.49 (1.48) 0.614 0.198 1.110
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Table 2. Continued

Item 2001 2004 2007 F1) F2) F3)
41. | feel bad when | hear criticism on North Korea. 252 (1.44)b 242 (1.20)eb 219 (1.18)e  3.261*  5200*  0.358
42. | would support the North Korean team if there is 295(1.36)b 279 (1.27)p 253 (1.26)a  5248" 84507 0253
a soccer match between the two Koreas.
43. | would marry a North Korean defector. 290 (1.46)b 287 (1.38)> 239 (1.33)a  7.324% 11.098T 3.179
44, | want my children to marry with a North Korean 268 (1.47)b 229 (124> 193 (125  7.4717 131597 0.002
defector.
45. | want to be buried in North Korea after | die. 3.05 (1.63) 3.16 (1.46) 3.05 (1.48) 0.339 0.000 0.769
46. It the two Koreas are to be unifitied, South Koreanand  2.91 (1.32) 2.82 (1.30) 2.57 (1.41) 2.577 4,725  0.326

North Koreans would well understand each other.

1) One way ANOVA, 2) Linear trend analysis, 3) Parabolic trend analysis. a, b, ¢ : Differences between time points sharing the same

subscripts are not significant (Tested by Fisher LSD test). * : p<.05, T : p<.01, ¥ : p<.001
Table 3. Changes in the mean perception factor score by survey time
2001 2004 2007 F1) F2) F3)
1. Satisfaction level with economic condition 320 (0.88) 3.23(0.71) 327 (0.61) 0.300 0.536 0.009
2. Confusion in values 239 (1.03) 2.41(0.83) 224 (0.81) 2.037 2.375 1.581
3. Solidarity among North Korean defectors 306 (13200 334 (1.12)0 286 (1.35e 60117 1718 11.8297
4. Satisfaction level with the government's support policy ~ 3.69 (0.88)c  3.39 (0.75)° 321 (0.85)c 13.398T 20.370T  0.665
5. Difficulty level in understanding of the South Korean 3.13(0.85  3.10(0.84) 299 (0.92) 1.582 2.273 0.448
society and its language
6. Psychological sympathy with North Korea 285 (1.10)p  2.80 (0.92)p 2.1 (0.92)a 3.929* 5555 1.114
7. Satisfaction level with mental and physical conditions 3.51(1.03) 332(0.79) 329 (0.91) 2.675 4.129*  0.820
8. Confidant 335(1.16)a  3.60 (0.87)° 334 (0.94)0 4018 0007 10.238%
9. Safisfaction level with residence 3.76 (1.14)  3.57 (0.94)  3.63 (0.98) 1.195 0.900 1.624
10. Understanding of the South Korean society and its 366 (0.88)0 3.8 (0.77)e 402 (0.70)b  9.0847 131377 3951*
language
11. South Koreans' prejudice against North Korean defectors  3.09 (1.07)b  2.98 (0.97)eb 279 (0.99)c  3.347*  6.271*  0.143
12. Outlook for the future 4.17 (0.81)ab 410 (0.70)e 431 (0.59)p  3.107* 2.413 4.130*

1) One way ANOVA, 2) Linear trend analysis, 3) Parabolic frend analysis. a, b, ¢ : Differences between time points sharing the same

subscripts are not significant (Tested by Fisher LSD test) . * :
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Table 4. Difference in the mean perception factor score by survey time and gender

Male (n=62) Female (n=44) F1
2001 2004 2007 2001 2004 2007
1. Satisfaction level with 3.19 (0.85) 3.17(0.72) 323 (0.61) — 321094 331(0.69) 3.33(0.60) - 0191
economic condition
2. Confusion in values 2.18 (0.98) 243 (0.86) 223 (0.85) 2.679 2.69 (1.03)b 2.38 (0.79)c 224 (0.78)a 4.703* 5.554"
3. Solidarity among North ~ 3.11 (1.40)  3.31 (1.12)  2.92 (1.42) - 298(1.21) 3.40 (1.14) 277 (1.27) - 0.439
Korean defectors
4. Satisfaction level with the 3.59 (0.91)  3.46 (0.76) 3.14 (0.84) - 384082 3.30(0.74) 3.31(0.85 - 2814
government’s support
policy
5. Difficulty level in 3.11 (0.78) 3.16 (0.86) 3.02 (0.93) — 3.17(0.94) 3.03(0.81) 2.94(0.92) - 0.617
understanding of the
South Korean society
and its language
6. Psychological sympathy 2.72 (1.04)  2.77 (0.89) 2.58 (0.86) — 3.03(1.18) 284 (098 2.5 (1.01) - 1177
with North Korea
7. Satisfaction level with 3.67 (0.99) 3.43(0.76) 3.38 (0.86) - 3.28(1.06) 3.17(0.82) 3.16 (0.98) - 0.363
mental and physical
conditions
8. Confidant 361 (1.08) 3.63(0.91) 3.43(0.98) 1.423 299 (1.19)a 3.55(0.82)b 3.20 (0.87)a 5.674" 3.573*
9. Satisfaction level with 3.83 (1.18)  3.64 (0.93) 3.56 (1.05 - 3.6 (1.08) 3.47 (0.95) 3.72(0.87) - 1.032
residence
10. Understanding of the 3.85 (0.84)% 3.71 (0.74)a 4.01 (0.65)b 3.255* 3.38 (0.86)c 3.65 (0.82)a 4.03 (0.77)b 9.3237 4.062*
South Korean society
and its language
11. South Koreans' prejudice 3.03 (1.11)  3.11 (0.99) 2.81 (1.04) - 317 (1.01) 280(0.92 2.75(0.92) - 1.750
against North Korean
defectors
12. Outlook for the future 424 (0.80) 420 (0.64) 4.36 (0.53) — 407 (0.82) 397 (0.75 4.24 (0.66) 0.236
1) Interaction effects gender and time. a, b, c : Differences between time points sharing the same subscripts are not significant
(Tested by Fisher LSD test). = : p<.05, T : p<.01, F : p<.001
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Table 6. Difference in the mean perception factor score by the level of education obtained in North Korea and survey time

High school (n=65) . College (n=17) . University (n=24) -

2001 2004 2007 2001 2004 2007 2001 2004 2007

1. Satisfaction level with 3.28 3.21 3.25 - 3.00 3.08 3.25 - 3.10 339 333 - 0.796
economic condition 0.91) (0.700 (0.62) 0.80) (0.66) (0.72) (0.86) (0.77) (0.51)

2. Confusion in values 2.39 2.48 2.30 - 297 2.51 2.28 - 210 215 203 - 0.977
0.99) (0.84) (0.77) (1.35 (079 (1.05 (0.84) (0.80) (0.76)

3. Solidarity among North 2.83 3.17 2.68 - 3.94 3.71 3.32 - 304 356 3.02 - 0.809
Korean defectors (125 (1.07) (1.34) (1.07) (.23 (.22 (1.43) (1.5 (1.43)

4. Satisfaction level with the 3.75 3.39 3.19 - 3.77 3.44 3.35 - 348 337 3.7 - 0.400
govemnment's support policy (0.90) (0.75) (0.82) (0.83) (0.74) (1.03) (0.86) (0.79) (0.82)

> i';f'Z?Ke'iﬁ:gr”edjnm”d' 319 313 304 - 35 318 309 - 281 299 276 - 0574
. : (0.80) (0.89) (0.95 (1.10) (0.80) (0.97) 0.76) (0.71) (0.79)

society and its language

6. Psychological sympathy with ~ 2.84 2.86 2.68 - 3.16 2.80 2.49 - 264 263 251 - 1.195
North Korea (1.13)  (0.96) (0.98) (1.13)  (0.99) (099 (1.01) (0.76) (0.71)

7. Satisfaction level with mental ~ 3.61 3.30 3.31 - 3.41 3.24 3.20 - 3.31 344 329 - 0.769
and physical conditions (1.13)  (0.79) (0.89) (0.90) (0.83) (1.26) (0.85) (0.80) (0.68)

8. Confidant 3.32 3.56 3.37 - 3.18 3.68 3.59 - 3.58 3.3 3.08 - 2.298
(1.15)  (0.89) (0.92) (1.22) (0.81) (099 (1.15) (0.88) (0.95)

9. Satisfaction level with 3.91 3.57 3.63 - 3.21 3.53 3.85 - 3.75 3.58 3.46 - 1.982
residence (1.06) (0.97) (1.02) (1.32) (0.87) (0.82) (1.13) (0.95 (0.95

10. Understanding of the South 3.61 3.65 4,04 - 3.62 3.65 4.00 - 3.81 3.81 3.98 - 0.373
Korean society andifslanguage  (0.89)  (0.72)  (0.67) 0.88) (1.03) (0.90) (0.87) (0.73) (0.63)

11. South Koreans' prejudice 3.00 2.89 2.68 - 3.59 3.18 2.91 - 3.04 304 298 - 0.516
against North Korean defectors  (1.05)  (0.99)  (0.95) 0.92) (090 (1.13) (1.16) (0.95 (0.99

12. Outlook for the future 432 407 434 3.990* 3.88 421 450 62907 400 415 410 0358 3.248*
(0.85)° (0.71)@ (0.57)P (0.80)@ (0.83)cb (0.55)b (0.61) (0.56) (0.64)

1) Interaction effects between age and time. g, b, ¢ : Differences between time points sharing the same subscripts are not significant
(Tested by Fisher LSD test). * : p<.05, T : p<.01, F : p<.001

(43 ellM 35.3%(6%) o=, thet £ oldelME 41.7%  HolHAME Heks SESIGS wivkE Bt st Wizt
(1079)°lIM 50.0% (127) o= 22} S/ A& = 4= 90 o] 9 Zailvkar & 5= vk ey alddates 2, 2
Stk ole gt Ayl HeoM ] SEo] HaaE dEe] A} AR ClE B3 TX o] 1 oA Zlo® yE
A TS 7S Bl B stk 2le BolFslth W o] AE] o Ajo] B el o5 el EAEC] W
gholl 3~4d A FE ARl Y] W2 EAIREE BRA
S F0| WE 24 Hat Wk ARRlel v A4S 1§ A E]t 71?% Avtwo]
Felofiol whel o2 el WslekdE vetely]  HAIth 12y 33k AP, FEEY] 5 X oA v
Slste] AR} AR AVE SHUACR S o]z A A stobd Wl NS AR A Eol% AOR
= AR AITE & T AAE] vk B A dERTE S, 8 3 Alge AuA deS 9E ARl F
g WIESE, AEALGANSE, St gk A4 s S EE ARRE PolEole e 22 JloR e
oA ook A AZ AR FoF WA v SOt

%
7} = Ao JeRdth(ZizE F=3.583, p<.05 ; F=4.057,
p<.05 ; F=3.897, p<.05). S50|AQ 222 A0 M2 oAl 3}
o714 53] T3 wish AR Hdte] dish AEd & Eoto| A2 uT Aol wet o4 a”1i4ro] sk
o5 2] ztojoict. nlFd FAl e AT S Felsl] flste] AHT A AVIE SHHQIOE o
O} @t ] Ag o] YRIEREAS AAISH At i 8ol AlAHo] Tt
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8] =2 H9 X% o2l 7L 9l b
7170 AoJALE Bato|| tjst B2 o2 o] A& vrold  AAF e ololr]E t Wk 213 9 Qo] o]Fe)
The FEE B3k 1ol Hislo] g SASS HiEd & A ZEFoRe} AR Y] A gt fod Ao
sl vlsto] 12k AR H& Fx of2o] wiskth 5 & 2 YeRdtH(#H F=3.475, p<.05 ; F=4.200, p<.05).

98



St0|2FD

78 md

AT IWT Jeon, et al.

Table 7. Difference in the mean perception factor score by Communist Party membership and survey time

Communist Party membership

No Communist Party membership

(n=36) F (n=70) F F1)
2001 2004 2007 2001 2004 2007
1. Satisfaction level with economic 2.89 3.25 3.23 2.354 3.35 3.22 3.29 0.881  3.583*
condition 0.99) (0.80) 0.57) (0.78) (0.66) (0.63)
2. Confusion in values 2.16 2.20 2.06 - 2.55 2.51 2.33 - 0.107
0.92) (0.96) 0.84) 1.10) 0.74) (0.80)
3. Solidarity among North Korean 3.06 3.54 3.11 - 3.06 3.24 2.73 - 0.921
defectors (1.54) (1.14) (1.50) (1.20) a.amn (1.26)
4. Satisfaction level with the 3.39 3.46 3.11 2.684 3.84 3.36 3.26 153027 4.057*
government's support policy (0.86) (0.84) 0.87) (0.86)P (0.70)@ (0.84)c
5. Difficulty level in understanding of the 3.33 3.46 3.19 - 3.06 2.93 2.88 - 1.117
South Korean society and its language ~ (0.88) (0.84) (1.07) (0.85) (0.78) (0.82)
6. Psychological sympathy with 2.61 2.89 2.63 2.117 2.97 2.75 2.60 58127 3.897*
North Korea (1.05) 0.82) (0.86) (1.12)k (0.98)@ (0.96)@
7. Safisfaction level with mental and 3.43 3.44 3.45 - 3.55 3.27 3.20 - 1.618
physical conditions a.2mn (0.82) (0.89) (0.94) (0.78) 0.92)
8. Confidant 3.42 3.57 3.36 - 3.32 3.61 3.33 - 0.220
(1.09) (0.84) (0.90) (1.20) (0.89) 0.97)
9. Satisfaction level with residence 3.68 3.60 3.71 - 3.80 3.55 3.59 - 0.419
(1.39) 0.99) (1.19) 0.99) 0.92) (0.86)
10. Understanding of the South Korean 3.86 3.75 4.00 - 3.55 3.65 4.03 - 1.475
society and its language (0.86) (0.80) 0.67) 0.87) (0.76) 0.72)
11. South Koreans' prejudice against 3.21 3.07 2.85 - 3.05 2.92 2.75 - 0.058
North Korean defectors (1.24) (1.06) (1.16) (0.98) 0.92) 0.89)
12. Outlook for the future 4.08 4.19 424 - 422 4.06 435 - 1.393
(0.86) (0.68) (0.58) (0.79) (0.70) (0.60)

1) Interaction effects between age and time. a, b, ¢ : Differences between time points sharing the same subscripts are not significant

(Tested by Fisher LSD test). *
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Table 8. Difference in the mean perception factor score by experience of military service and survey time

Experience of military service

No military service

(n=40) F (n=66) F F1)
2001 2004 2007 2001 2004 2007
1. Satisfaction level with economic 3.12 3.18 3.25 - 3.24 3.25 3.28 - 0.091
condition 0.91) 0.74) (0.69) 0.87) (0.70) (0.56)
2. Confusion in values 2.23 2.31 2.12 - 2.53 2.47 2.31 - 0.819
(1.13) 0.91) (0.94) 0.99) 0.77) 0.73)
3. Solidarity among North Korean 3.28 3.36 3.19 - 2.92 3.33 2.66 - 1.523
defectors (1.51) 1.18) (1.47) (1.18) (1.10) (1.25)
4. Satisfaction level with the 3.55 3.35 3.09 - 3.77 3.42 3.28 - 0.361
government's support policy 0.93) 0.76) (0.84) (0.84) 0.75) 0.85)
5. Difficulty level in understanding of the 3.29 3.26 3.18 - 3.07 3.01 2.87 - 0.279
South Korean society and its language ~ (0.89) (0.84) (0.96) (0.84) (0.83) (0.88)
6. Psychological sympathy with 2.70 2.90 2.60 - 2.94 2.74 2.62 - 2.382
North Korea (1.03) (0.86) (0.8¢) (1.15) (0.96) 0.97)
7. Safisfaction level with mental and 3.70 3.39 3.39 - 3.39 3.28 3.23 - 0.517
physical conditions (1.12) (0.67) (0.93) 0.97) (0.86) (0.90)
8. Confidant 3.58 3.49 3.28 1.549 3.22 3.66 3.37 60127 3.475*
(1.07) 0.87) (0.90) (1.20)@ (0.86)° (0.97)a
9. Satisfaction level with residence 3.93 3.60 3.59 - 3.66 3.55 3.65 - 0.801
(1.28) (0.96) (1.15) (1.03) (0.94) (0.86)
10. Understanding of the South Korean 3.94 3.64 404  4.452* 3.48 3.71 401 8.963%  4.200*
society and its language (0.74)0 (0.78)@ 0.69)P (0.91)@ (0.77)a 0.71)p
11. South Koreans' prejudice against 3.30 3.15 2.79 - 2.98 2.86 2.78 - 0.858
North Korean defectors (1.08) (0.98) (1.06) (1.05) (0.95) (0.95)
12. Outlook for the future 4.21 4.25 4.36 - 4.5 4.02 4.28 - 0.591
(0.76) (0.57) (0.51) (0.85) (0.75) (0.63)

1) Interaction effects between age and time. a, b, ¢ : Differences between time points sharing the same subscripts are not significant

(Tested by Fisher LSD test). * : p<.05, T : p<.0l,

F 1 p<.001

Table 9. Difference in the mean perception factor score by type of current occupation

Permanent  Temporary/Contract Self-employed Unemployment F
(n=37) (n=19) (n=16) (n=34)
1. Satisfaction level with economic condition 3.51 (0.47)b 3.08 (0.67)@ 3.23 (0.67)ab 3.13 (0.61)a  3.465*
2. Confusion in values 2.07 (0.76) 2.38 (0.72) 2.22 (0.97) 2.36 (0.84) 0.980
3. Solidarity among North Korean defectors 3.18 (1.25) 2.32 (1.38) 2.50 (1.44) 2.99 (1.34) 2.246
4. Satisfaction level with the government’s 3.35 (0.85) 3.06 (0.87) 3.25 (0.98) 3.12 (0.77) 0.666
support policy
5. Difficulty level in understanding of the 2.99 (0.85) 3.33 (1.01) 2.70 (0.87) 2.94 (0.94) 1.388
South Korean society and its language
6. Psychological sympathy with North Korea 2.65 (0.85) 2.42 (1.21) 2.73 (0.85) 2.62 (0.89) 0.369
7. Satisfaction level with mental and 3.52 (0.88) 2.95 (0.88) 3.38 (0.78) 3.19 (0.98) 1.939
physical conditions
8. Confidant 3.30 (0.98) 3.25 (1.07) 3.19 (0.66) 3.50 (0.95) 0.543
9. Satisfaction level with residence 3.64 (1.05) 3.50 (1.21) 3.44 (1.06) 3.78 (0.69) 0.578
10. Understanding of the South Korean 4.09 (0.64) 3.97 (0.72) 4.06 (0.63) 3.94 (0.80) 0.325
society and its language
11. South Koreans' prejudice against 2.82 (1.01) 2.67 (0.84) 2.56 (1.14) 2.91 (0.98) 0.556
North Korean defectors
12. Outlook for the future 4.38 (0.66) 417 (0.64) 4.28 (0.52) 4.32 (0.52) 0.531
a, b, c : Differences between time points sharing the same subscripts are not significant (Tested by Fisher LSD test). * : p<.05, T :

p<.01, F : p<.001
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Table 10. Difference in the mean perception factor score by faith

Religion (n=60) No religion (n=46) F
1. Satisfaction level with economic condition 3.34 (0.64) 3.17 (0.56) 2.030
2. Confusion in values 2.18 (0.76) 2.32 (0.89) 0.731
3. Solidarity among North Korean defectors 3.14 (1.29) 2.49 (1.36) 6.360*
4. Satisfaction level with the government'’s support policy 3.23 (0.88) 3.18 (0.81) 0.072
5. Difficulty level in understanding of the South Korean society and its language 3.07 (0.80) 2.88 (1.05) 1.033
6. Psychological sympathy with North Korea 2.59 (0.89) 2.63 (0.98) 0.039
7. Satisfaction level with mental and physical conditions 3.30 (0.97) 3.28 (0.84) 0.019
8. Confidant 3.46 (0.89) 3.18 (0.99) 2.206
9. Safisfaction level with residence 3.79 (0.88) 3.41 (1.06) 4.031*
10. Understanding of the South Korean society and its language 4.09 (0.73) 3.92 (0.65) 1.502
11. South Koreans' prejudice against North Korean defectors 2.92 (0.86) 2.61 (1.12) 2.673
12. Outlook for the future 4.42 (0.51) 4.16 (0.66) 5.254*
* 1 p<05, T 1 p<0l, F :p<001
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