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Multiple Scarring Following Removal of Pigmented Nevi
by Acupuncture in an Oriental Clinic

Suhyun Cho, M.D., Sang Ju Lee, M.D., Ph.D.l, Sung Bin Cho, M.D.

Department of Dermatology and Cutaneous Biology Research Institute, Yonsei University College of Medicine,
Yonsei Star Skin & Laser Clinicl, Seoul, Korea

The concept of oriental medicine is according to the Yin-Yang Doctrine and the Five Elements theory which is
based on oriental philosophy. Traditionally, doctors of oriental medicine have practiced by feeling pulses for
diagnosis, acupuncturing, and prescribing herbal medicine for treatment. Nowadays, however, most oriental doctors
are having hard time in managing their own clinics by progressive worsening of the medical environment, because
the numbers of patients are absolutely decreasing, but the numbers of oriental clinics are relatively increasing.
Therefore, they are intending to overcome the difficulties by enlarging their field of medical treatment in various
aspects, and introducing treatment remedies including unreasonable or unproved methods, especially into the field of
dermatology. Here we present a case of multiple scarring of the face following removal of pigmented nevi by
acupuncture in an oriental clinic. We report this case to emphasize the necessity of understanding the current status
of dermatologic treatments conducted in oriental clinics, and to inform the dangerousness and correct medical
information to the public. (Korean J Dermatol 2010;48(6):537 ~539)
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Fig. 1. Multiple erythematous hypertrophic and atrophic scars
on the cheek
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