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Three Cases of Vitiligo Showing Response to Application of Latanoprost

Seongmin Noh, M.D., Tae Gyun Kim, M.D., Sang Ho Oh, M.D.

Department of Dermatology, Yonsei University College of Medicine, Seoul, Korea

Vitiligo, which is characterized by depigmentation of skin and mucosa is a common skin disease, affecting 1-4 %
of population. Although the pathogenesis is not clear, the basic defect lies in a decrease or absence of melanocytes.
Vitiligo causes cosmetic disfiguration and exerts negative effects on quality of life. Phototherapy and topical agents
such as corticosteroids, calcineurin inhibitors, and vitamin-D derivatives are basic treatment modalities. Recently,
prostaglandin analogues have been reported to be effective on pigmentation of vitiligo lesions. We present three
patients with periorbital vitiligo, who did not respond to established treatments such as tacrolimus and excimer laser,
responding to application of latanoprost, a prostaglandin F2 ¢ analogue. (Korean J Dermatol 2010;48(4):350 ~ 353)
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Fig. 1. (A) Hypopigmented patch
on the right lateral canthal area.
(B) Vitiligo lesion showing >90%
repigmentation 2 months after appli-
cation of latanoprost. (C) Hypopig-
mented patches on both periorbital
areas. (D) Vitiligo lesion showing
about 20% repigmentation 2 months
after application of latanoprost. (E)
Hypopigmented patch on the right
lower eyelid. (F) Vitiligo lesion
showing about 50% repigmentation
2 months after application of lata-
noprost (Arrows indicate the mar-
gin of vitiligo lesion)
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