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National Oral Health Screening for Infants and Children: A Survey on its Perception,
Requirements and Accuracy of Parents and Dentists
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— Abstract

This study aimed to investigate parents’ and dentists’ perceptions of the national oral health screening for infants
and children (OHS), and evaluate the dentists’ accuracy of analyzing the results of OHS. A questionnaire survey was
conducted, face-to-face or online, for 90 parents of children who received OHS in the Department of Pediatric Dentistry
at Yonsei University Dental Hospital and 100 dentists working at local clinic or university dental hospital from May to
October 2021. Most parents and dentists were aware of the importance of OHS, and approximately 96.7% of parents
were satisfied with OHS. The requirements of parents and dentists about OHS were different. The reasons for having
difficulties in explaining parents after OHS and the opinions on appropriate period and number of OHS were disa-
greed between pediatric dentists and general dentists. Regardless of dentists’ major, work experience, elapsed period
after taking online education program, the accuracy of the examination result was low. In this study, various opinions of
parents and dentists on OHS were collected. Efforts should be made to enhance the oral health of infants and children
by considering the requirements of parents and dentists and improving the accuracy of examination results.
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Fig. 1. Questionnaire for parents about oral health screening for infants and children.
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Fig. 2. Questionnaire for dentists about oral health screening for infants and children.
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Table 1. General characteristics of parent participants in this study

Characteristic n %
Gender
Male 19 21.1
Female 71 789
Age (years)
30-34 15 16.7
35-39 41 456
40 above 34 378
Education
High school 2 2.2
University 64 71.1
Graduate school 24 26.7
Total 90 100.0
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FROt FZHT O HF E= UEFD FR= 873
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Table 2. General characteristics of dentist participants in this study

— |
o Pediatric dentist General dentist
Characteristic p value St
n

% ] % L 0f220| QICkD E3 AOK|THOIAHS 18T(36.0%)0)
Cendert AOD|, AN AR 22 X7} FIE Kt 50| FE 0|9
Male 14 28 21 42 Cf. gHH, UBEX|HOAb= 23H(46.0%)0| Of24RICtn SEHEHRA
Female 36 72 29 58 o1 o, 1 F 14%(609%)0| 2tore] gz FFHoz FZAHTS
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<30 9 18 11 22
30 -39 30 60 33 66 Qo0F AT BIAof A7]] KEA
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1 Chi-squared test, #: Fisher's exact test
Table 3. Implementation of national oral screening for infants and children
Pediatric dentist General dentist
N % N % p value
Time spent explaining the results of oral screeningt (minutes)
<1 2 4 1 2
1-3 8 16 17 34
3-5 24 48 19 38 0.328
5-10 14 28 11 22
> 10 2 4 2 4
Had difficulties in explaining the results of oral screeningt
Yes, it was difficult 18 36 23 46 0309
No, it was not difficult 32 64 27 54 '
Adequacy of the number of oral screeningt
Need to increase 31 62 14 28
Adequate 19 38 36 72 0.001
Need to decrease 0 0 0 0
Appropriateness of the period of 1st oral screeningt
Appropriate 21 42 41 82
Not appropriate 29 58 9 18 < 0.001
Total 50 100 50 100

t: Chi-squared test, #: Fisher's exact test
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Pediatric dentist General dentist

N % 0 % p value
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3-5 4 8 8 16

5-10 12 24 15 30 0318

> 10 4 8 1 2
Necessity of regular educationt

Necessary 30 60 29 58 0.839
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Total 50 100 50 100

1 Chi-squared test, #: Fisher's exact test
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