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ABSTRACT

A study on the present state of education in sexuality

in elementary schools

- Centering on elementary school teachers in the city of Seoul -

Bae, Mi Ran
Dept. of Nursing Education
The Graduate School of Education

Yonsei University

(Directed by Professor Kim, Cho Ja, Ph. D. in Nursing)

In 2001, the Ministry of Education & Human Resources Development
announced 10 hours of compulsory education in sexuality. This plan was to
emphasize the necessity and importance of education in sexuality in the
schools today. The government encouraged teachers to include it as part of
the revised curriculum.

The purpose of this study was to present basic data to help develop
more effective education in sexuality for elementary school students.

Questionnaires were sent to 660 elementary school teachers in Seoul.
Of these 91.296 were returned but only 418 had complete data, and these

were used for analysis.
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The research questionnaire was based on a literature review.

The collected data were encoded, then processed through SPSS, and
analysis was done using real numbers, percentages, ¥ - test, and ANOVA.

The important results are as follows;
1. Analysis of the present state of education in sexuality showed that
94.7% of elementary school teachers taught sexuality, but only 21.5% had
been through training program. Only 41.4% developed an education plan for
the school year. Most taught sexuality in related classes using books for
the revised curriculum because they felt they had too little knowledge of
education in sexuality. A high percentage, 88.5%, of teachers did not make
lesson plans for this class. They used VTR (69.4%) for classes in sexuality,
and most thought VTR was an appropriate teaching method (70.3%).
The domain in which sexuality was most frequently taught was the Physical
Development domain (714 min). The content most frequently taught was
life/self-esteem in the lower grades, and in the higher grades, differences
in body structure between man and woman. The section least frequently
taught was sexual health, the content taught least was cleaning genital
organs in the lower grades, and wet dreams in the higher grades.

2. Difficulty in teaching sexuality
Difficulties in teaching sexuality were, shortage of teaching materials
(80.1%), absence of qualified teachers (64.4%), and lack of knowledge about
sexuality (64.1%).

3. Effective plan for education in sexuality

Effective plans for education in sexuality included providing audio-visual
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materials (76.8%), putting teachers qualified in education in sexuality in the
schools (76.3%), recognizing education in sexuality as an independent subject
(52.2%). Sixty six percent felt it was important for a teacher qualified to do

education in sexuality to be in the schools.

According to these results, for elementary teachers to teach effectively,

there is a need to strengthen and extend training course in teaching sexuality

and various educational material should be developed and distributed.
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