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1} o] el 8 ~3d 4~6\d 7da o] A
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(£3.33) (£3.25) (£2.78) (+£2.80) (+£3.92)

T0~T4A] 19.33 25.19 26.05 27.09 24.29
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K-MMSE : Korean-Mini Mental State Examination
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Abstract

Comparison betw een Conversations and Picture Description

Utterances of Healthy Korean Elderly

Yun Hee Choi

Graduate Program in Speech and Language Pathology, Yonsei University

(Directed by Professor HyangHee Kim)

We utilize conversation and picture description tasks in evaluating
the nature of spoken language ability of elderly people with diseases.
To construct the tasks, however, we are in need of normative data of
normal old people.

In this study, speech samples using conversation and picture
description tasks of the K-WAB(Korean version-the Western Aphasia
Battery) were analyzed by 11 variables. The subjects were 106 normal
Koreans(men: women=52 : 54) over the age of 65 and were divided into

men and women, and four education groups.

The results were as follows.
First, the utterance characteristics of the two tasks were found to be
significantly different in the ten variables. The conversation task, as

compared to the picture description task was characterized by increases in
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‘percentage of CIU(correct information unit), ‘the number of syllables per
utterance, ‘the number of words per utterance, ‘the number of content
words per utterance, and ‘the number of syllables per second,” The picture
description task was distinguished by increases in the number of ‘repetitions,’
‘fillers, ‘phonemic paraphasia, ‘semantic paraphasia, and ‘modification’
compared to the conversation task. Elderly people showed a higher speech
rate, transmitted information more efficiently and used a higher number of
words and content words per utterance during a conversation, as they feel
more natural and comfortable when they talk with other people.

Second, the utterances were analyzed in terms of age, sex and education
level in both tasks. The characteristics of utterances analyzed by 11 variables
were not correlated with age but with sex and education level. It could be
thought that the similar age group did not have a significant difference in
the utterance characteristics because the subjects were from the age of 65
to 88. In terms of sex, in the conversation task, the number of ‘fillers’ and
‘modification’ of men was more than that of women, and in both tasks,
‘percentage of CIU of women was higher than that of men. These results
demonstrated that utterances produced by women were more informative
and efficient. Besides, results from the speech samples of both tasks were
strongly dependent on the level of education. The level of education was
found to significantly affect some of the variables used to evaluate the
spontaneous speech: that is, ‘the number of syllables per utterance, ‘the
number of words per utterance, ‘the number of content words per utterance’
and ‘the number of syllables per second’. The elderly with more education

tended to produce longer and rapid utterance using effective sentence
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structures than those with less education. In the picture description task,
‘percentage of CIU increased as the level of education increased while in
the conversation task it was not statistically different. Compared with the
conversation task, there were specific target words in the picture
description task, which seemed to be more likely affected by education level
because the required standard was limited.

This study is very meaningful, as the mean of 11 wvariables of
spontaneous utterances in Koreans over the age of 65 were presented
and shall form a basis for standardization. The results from this study
will be used to evaluate spoken language ability when the elderly

people with diseases are referred to clinical settings.

Key words: the old, spontaneous speech, conversation, picture descriptions

- 42 -



	차 례
	국문 요약
	Ⅰ.서 론
	1.이론적 배경
	2.연구 목적

	Ⅱ.연구 대상 및 방법
	1.연구 대상
	2.연구 방법
	가.평가 도구
	나.평가 과정
	다.발화분석 변인
	라.자료 분석
	마.통계 분석


	Ⅲ.결 과
	1.과제에 따른 발화특성 차이
	2.정상노인의 내적요인에 따른 발화특성 차이
	가.성별
	나.교육정도


	Ⅳ.고 찰
	Ⅴ.결 론
	참고 문헌
	영문 요약

