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ABSTRACT

Comparative study of the change of tobacco consumption according

the smoke prevalence surveys on with the Company's sales record.

Kim, Ji Young
Department of Health Promotion Education

The Graduate School of Public Health Yonsei University

This study aims to identify the cause for the current trend, in
which the smoking rate is decreasing at a higher rate than the
Company's sales record. To this end, this study compares the
change of tobacco consumption according the smoke prevalence
surveys with the Company's sales record submitted by tobacco
companies to the government. The total amount of tobacco
consumption was calculated based on the surveys on smokers,
which was then assessed in comparison with the Company's sales
record.

The surveys mentioned above categorizes the amount of
consumed cigarets and the smoking rate into the adult group and
the teenage group on an annual basis. The average of daily

consumption by adults was calculated by multiplying the adult

59



smoking rate, the amount of consumption per capita, and the adult
population. Then, we get the average of annual consumption by
multiplying the average of daily consumption and 365 days.
Likewise, the daily consumption by teens was estimated by
multiplying the teen smoking rate, the consumption amount per
capita and the teen population. The average of daily consumption
multiplied by 365 days equals the average of annual consumption by
teenagers. By adding the annual average of teens to that of adults,
the national annual consumption was estimated, which was assessed
compared to the Company's sales record reported to the

government.

This study has found as follows.

1. The amount of smoking (tobacco consumption) is lower than the
Company's sales record.

The amount of smoking during the total period surveyed was
28.9% lower than the total Company's sales record. According to a
2006 survey of the Korea Association of Smoking and Health
(KASH), which was conducted by Gallup for adults and by Yonsei
University for teenagers, the consumption was 36.6% smaller.

Meanwhile, a 2005 survey showed a 13.3% gap.
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2. A series of the smoke prevalence surveys demonstrate that the
smoking rate has been on the decrease although the results show

moderate differences depending on the survey organizations.

In terms of adult smokers, the Social Statistics Survey released
by the National Statistical Office showed the highest smoking rate,
50.8% (2008). The Korea National Health and Nutrition Examination
Survey estimated the rate at 44.9% (2007). The lowest rate (40.4%
in 2008) was presented by the Gallup survey commissioned by
KASH.

Regarding teen smokers, most of the surveys resulted in higher

rates than the Yonsei University survey commissioned by KASH.
Notably, the smoking rate among female teenagers of KASH was
about twice higher.
3. the Company's sales record has also been on the downward
trend despite moderate differences shown by each survey
organization—5,391 mil packs in 2004, 3.844 mil in 2005, 4,276 mil
in 2006, 4,318 mil in 2007, and 3,922 mil in 2008.

In conclusion, both tobacco consumption and sales are falling
although each survey organization shows moderately different
results. However, cigaret consumption based on the smoking rate

was found to be lower than the sales. There are several reasons as
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follows. First, some population groups were not included in the
surveys such as non-student teenagers, and past smokers. And, the
actual number of female and teen smokers is possibly higher than
the surveys. Second, although low-tar or low-nicotine cigarettes are
expected to rise in sales, it is difficult to estimate the exact sales
volume. Third, migrant workers were not surveyed.

More research on the reasons for this difference is expected to

be delivered in the near future.
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